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Father and Son, Overseers 50 Years 


On Easter Sunday, April 5, 1942, A. J. Tomlinson’s 
message was heard round the world by radio and press from 
Homer’s Easter Sunrise Service in New York’s Central Park. 
This took the place of the usual Easter message of the Pope of 
Reme, a war prisoner in the Vatican. In remembrance of this, 
Homer brought this globe used in the New York service to his 
father at Cleveland, Tenn., borrowed a silver platter from 
W. O. Horner’s, Cleveland Jewelers, for the presentation. On 
this occasion, April 8, 1942, and pictured in this scene, A. J. 
Tomlinson appointed his son Homer to take his place in the 
event of his death, confirmed it in the White Wing Messenger, 
April 18, 1942. Several hundred were witnesses of this solemn 
service in the Central Avenue Tabernacle. The trumpeter is 
Homer, Jr. 
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The Church of God Holds Her Jubilee 


Volume Two of the “Diary of A. J. Tomlinson,” founder 
of The Church of God, is issued in connection with the church’s 
Golden Anniversary Jubilee of the rise of The Church of God, 
1903-1953. Bishop Homer A. Tomlinson, who visited the church 
in 69 countries in 1952, maintains that the movement has added 
another 20,000,000 to the 30,000,000 constituency announced in 
1943, the year of A. J. Tomlinson’s death, at the end of 40-years 
as overseer. Thus does the publication of Volume Two of A. J. 
Tomlinson’s Diary give added stature to the founder, A. J. Tom- 
linson, in the annals of church movements of the twentieth century 
and in all ages, and projecting him in great meaning into the 
future. 

Volume One of the Diary, published in 1949, (276 pages, 
Cloth $3.00; Soft Cover $1.50), gives the account of the rise of 
the movement from 1901 to 1923, of the persecutions of other 
churches, divisions over doctrines within the movement, the con- 
tinuing rise year by year. Volume Three of the Diary will be 
published in due course, taking up important sections from 1881! 
to 1943 giving further understanding of the great vision of A. J. 
Tomlinson and of The Church of God. 

This Volume Two of. the Diary gives the account of the 
millions gathering into the movement 1923 to 1943, with A. J. 
Tomlinson at the very forefront. This period was marked by 
divisions in the movement over administration and government. 
A. J. Tomlinson kept a diary record of the mighty revival as 
well as of the amazing 29-year Court Trials, accusations, himself 
cast out, like a Columbus being sent home in chains. At the age 
of fifty nine he started over again, in 1923, built a far greater 
church in the second twenty years than in the first twenty. 

Corroboration of the vastness of the movement, and A. J. 
Tomlinson’s part in it, may be found in “THE SMALL SECTS 
IN AMERICA, REVISED,” (1949), by Dr. Elmer T. Clark, 
Editorial Secretary of the Methodist Church, and in latest editions 
of principal encyclopedias, including the 1953 supplement of the 
authoritative Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Church History. 
Reference may be made also to Bishop Homer A. Tomlinson’s 
lectures at principal Theological Seminaries, Yale, Harvard, Ober- 


lin, Boston, General, Union, Candler, Emory’ University, many 
others. 
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50,000,000 SOULS GATHERED 
Chapter I 


50,000,000 Souls Gathered 


The “DIARY OF A. J. TOMLINSON” is one of the 
great documents of religious development in all the ages, and is 
considered by many to hold rank with the journals of both 
Martin Luther and John Wesley, who led in vast religious 
movements in the 16th and 18th centuries respectively. Martin 
Luther and the Reformation of his time represented primarily 
an introduction of a great doctrine of the Church of God, 
“Justification by Faith.”” John Wesley and those of his time 
introduced “Sanctification,” Holiness of Life, as a ‘‘Second 
Blessing,’”’ a yet deeper work of the Holy Ghost. 

A. J. Tomlinson led in the ministry which brought forth 
a third and glorious experience, ‘““THE BAPTISM WITH 
THE HOLY GHOST AND FIRE,” as on the Day of Pente-— 
cost, and accompanied by the speaking with other tongues, and 
all the signs and wonders described in the Acts of the Apostles. 

The 50,000,000 souls gathered into the Pentecostal, 
Holiness, Church of God movement from 1903 to 1953, the 
date of the publication of this Volume Two, Diary of A. J. 
Tomlinson, can be traced to beginnings with his ministry start- 
ing at the turn of the century with fifteen souls gathered about 
him in a mountain cabin in the southern approaches of the 
Great Smokies, in North Carolina. The date the Church of 
God began to arise was June 13, 1903, and the spot is now 
known as “‘The Fields of the Wood,’’ with the Ten Command- 
ments spread in heroic letters on the side of a mountain opposite, 
the whole memorial development representing a cost said to 
have exceeded a million dollars. 
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In Volume One the estimate of souls gathered in the 
movement in A. J. Tomlinson’s overseership and to the day of 
his death, 1903-1943, was given as 30,000,000. The editor of 
the Diary, A. J. Tomlinson’s son, Bishop Homer A. Tomlin- 
son, General Overseer of the Church of God since his father’s 
death, revised this estimate in recent lectures before twenty- 
two principal theological seminaries of the United States to 
50,000,000. His travels of above 300,000 miles in most 
countries following his father’s death has convinced him that 
the work was moving by such leaps and bounds even that 
figure could be considered very conservative. 

Nor has this wonder of a new movement in Christianity 
retarded former established churches, for they have enjoyed an 
increase in most nations. In fact it may have served them well, 
a leaven to leaven the whole lump. 

For Bishop Homer A. Teomlinson’s recent lectures at 
theological seminaries, Harvard, General, Yale, Boston Univer- 
sity, Candler Theological Seminary of Emory University, 
Union, Oberlin and others, both faculties and students and 
notable church leaders of the areas of all denominations assem- 
bled for some occasions. The interest of the hearers was not 
so much in the widespreadness of the movement, for this they 
knew, but to hear what had been the basic doctrines that had 
brought forth so great matter. 

Among the recognitions for Volume One of the Diary of 
A. J. Tomlinson was that of Dr. Elmer T. Clark, Editorial 
Secretary of the Methodist Church, who, in his book, ‘““THE 
SMALL SECTS IN AMERICA, REVISED,” (Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, Nashville, 1949) gives full credit for the beginnings 
of the movement to A. J. Tomlinson and those about him, and 
records that A. J. Tomlinson set forth not less than a hundred 
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thousand ministers of the movement in his forty year overseer- 
ship of the church, 1903-1943. Schaff-Herzog, and most 
other 1953 encyclopedias give substantial confirmation. 


Introduces Basic Docirines 


The outstanding doctrines characteristic of the movement 
were first stated by A. J. Tomlinson, and became the basis of 
the movement probably because in all the movement he alone 
saw fully the desirability of government in the church, as well 
as signs and wonders. Thus by providence of finding the first 
groups of these filled with the Holy Ghost in the mountains 
of North Carolina near Murphy in 1896, with the signs fol- 
lowing, he had first opportunity and occasion to study and 
establish the Biblical background for such development. 

Outstanding and universal were the following distinctive 
doctrines of the movement, and finding their first statement 
with A. J. Tomlinson....(1) The Baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
with the evidence of “speaking with other tongues as the Spirit 
gives utterance;’”’ (2) The gifts, such as Healing, Interpretation, 
Wisdom, Tongues, etc., of 1 Corinthians 12th, and the “Signs 
Following’ of St. Mark 16th; (3) Tithes and Offerings; 
(4) The Church of God, government, officers, organization 
and administration. 

It was the establishment of these new doctrines which was 
at the heart of the amazing persecutions heeped upon the move- 
ment in the years 1903-1923, the account of which is given in 
Volume One of the Diary. By 1923 such communities as had 
been visited throughout the world and where the work had been 
established gave a place to the movement, persecutions, such a 
minimum as appeared, would be purely by word of mouth, and 
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there would be no burnings, killings, etc., but only occasional 
arrests and imprisonment for trusting in the Lord for the 
healing of the body by prayer and faith, or for ‘‘too much 
noise.’ In new communities, however, the doctrines caused a 
commotion wherever they were preached. The general descrip- 
tion could be said to be as in the days of the Apostles, ‘“They 
that have turned the world upside down are come hither also.”’ 
(Acts. 17:6) 


The Revival Sweeps On 


The years 1923-1936 witnessed the most widespread re- 
vival in the world up to that time, reflected in the Diary of 
A. J. Tomlinson, who could be counted as the symbol of this 
great increase. The various sections of the Pentecostal, Holiness, 
Church of God movement were established in every community 
of the world. Natives of all countries of the world, of every 
language, received the experience of the Baptism of the Holy 
Ghost in the United States returning to the lands of their birth 
with the message. 

A. J. Tomlinson himself gathered the largest church con- 
ventions in all church history. Larger church edifices were built 
in the movement than had ever been built before. This was all 
the more important, for beginning in 1943 twenty million 
more were added to the movement, the 1947-1953 revival of 
yet greater proportions affecting all churches, and which, Bishop 
Homer A. Tomlinson has said, gives promise of taking ovet 
the governments of the nations of the world for righteousness. 

It is generally conceded by newspapers and the religious 
press that this movement now ranks second numerically to the 
prevailing religion in nearly all countries, in some third, and in 
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some first. In the 250,000 Puerto Rican colony in New York 
there are now more than one hundred large Spanish language 
churches of God, with only two Spanish-speaking Roman 
Catholic churches. Surveys by Greek newspapers gave third 
place in that country to the movement, the first being Orthodox 
Catholic, the second Roman Catholic. 

As many as 75,000 nightly attended a recent revival in 
Chile, a half million in two weeks in South Africa, following 
the same pattern of the tremendous revivals reported in nearly 
every city of America in the 1947-1953 period, which is still 
climbing at a phenominal rate, breath-taking in its promise, 
reaching to the halls of the United States Congress, the peniten- 
tiaries, the peoples of all nations being stirred more by this 
revival than they were ever stirred by wars! 


The Church of God* A Sure Foundation 


It is fitting in the Golden Jubilee Year to recall the basic 
doctrines and church practices from which so vast movement 
has stemmed. First of all ‘“The Church of God”’ was considered 
the Bible Name for the Lord’s Church. Members were to be 
received by extending the right hand of fellowship, upon their 
testimony and walk in righteousness before the church. The 
prominent doctrines they covenanted to accept and practice were 
as follows: 

(1) Repentance (2) Justification by faith (3) Regenera- 
tion (4) Born again (5) Sanctification subsequent to justi- 


*It should be noted that the Church of God, with headquarters at Harrisburg, Pa., 
founded in 1825, and the Church of God,with headquarters at Anderson, Indiana, 
founded in 1884, are not identified in worship or church practise with the Pente- 
costal and Holiness movement. These have together about 2,500 congregations, 
while the Church of God, the Pentecostal and Holiness movement starting in 1903, 
have more than 100,000 churches. 
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fication (6) Holiness (7) Water Baptism by immersion 
(8) Baptism with the Holy Ghost subsequent to cleansing 
(9) The Speaking with tongues as the evidence of the Baptism 
with the Holy Ghost as on the Day of Pentecost (10) The full 
restorations of the Gifts to the Church as in 1 Cor. 12th Chap- 
ter (11) Signs following believers as in the 16th chapter of 
St. Mark (12) Fruit of the Spirit of Galatians 23rd (13) 
Healing by the laying on of the hands, anointing with oil, 
and prayer, (14) The Lord’s Supper (15) Washing the 
Saints’ Feet (16) Tithing and Giving (17) Restitution where 
possible (18) Second Coming of Jesus (19) Resurrection 
(20) Eternal Life for the Righteous (21) Eternal Punishment 
for the wicked (22) Total abstinence from all liquor or strong 
drink (23) Against the use of tobacco in any form, opium, 
morphine, etc. (24) Not contentious about meats and drinks 
(25) Observe the first day of the week, not contentious about 
the sabbath (26) Against wearing of gold for ornament 
(27) Against membership in secret orders (28) Against mem- 
bers swearing 29) Against remarriage after divorce while spouse 
still lives.* 


Church Administration 


The administration of the Church of God has been 
through men of God, by appointment, and not by election, 
A. J. Tomlinson by providence being General’ Overseer from 
the beginning, confirmed in his office by the Holy Ghost in 
memorable and duly recorded demonstrations in the 1913 Genc- 
ral Assembly. Like confirmation was given by the Holy Ghost 


*Groups separating from The Church of God have continued with these doctrines 
with the exception of varying the teachings or Nos. 5, 15, 25 and 29. Some 
sections deny the Trinity, are called “Jesus Only Groups.’ 
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in the 1923 General Assembly, whereby all appointments were 
left in the hands of A. J. Tomlinson, the General Overseer, 
and so exercised by him until his death. Groups drawing away 
from the practise and custom of the Church of God substituted 
the election of officers by the church for this original practice. 

Thus, Homer A. Tomlinson received his appointment 
April 8,1942, to succeed his father as General, Overseer, and 
the General Overseer in turn appoints overseers of states, 
nations, provinces and territories. Such appointed overseers 
choose district: overseers, district overseers choose pastors. In 
exercising such responsibility states, churches, districts, are urged 
to issue calls for pastors and overseers, appointments being made 
as often as possible in accordance with expressed wishes of such 
churches or districts making the call. 


Bearing the Cross 


The great Wesley was hailed to court by associates, as was 
Luther, and Christians who were opening the door to new 
blessings down through the ages. The Apostles were taken to 
court, to jail, and chiefest of all, our Lord and Saviour was not 
only tried before the church officers but before the federal 
courts, His cross turning out to be His triumph. 

That appears to have proven true for A. J. Tomlinson 
also. Some, seeking to escape reality, have felt hurt at A. J. 
Tomlinson and Homer A. Tomlinson for being in court so 
much through the years. Yet how does one escape it if evil 
men, in their backslidings, take them to court? For neither A. J. 
Tomlinson nor Homer A. Tomlinson instituted these actions, 
only seeking to defend themselves when hailed to court. Yet 
may it not well be that these very burdens to which they were 
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subjected could more quickly bring out the great fulfillments of 
the grace of God which they feel are set for this day? It proved 
so in all other great eras of the rise of The Church of God. 

Do not forget that terrible retribution has been visited on 
those who have risen up against them. It is one of the great 
warnings of the Scriptures: ‘“Touch not mine anointed, and do 
my prophets no harm.”’ And you will note in the Diary record 
that these trials paled into insignificance beside the mighty 
rising of the Church of God until it can be said that in fifty 
years her message has reached every creature on earth, with the 
word of Hope through Christ. 


12 


THE CHURCH SPLIT IN 1923 
Chapter II 


The Church “Split” in 1923 


The “Split”? in The Church of God from which sprang 
the group widely known as the ‘‘Elders’’ Church of God, or 
“The Ten Elders,” really started with Homer in New York. 
Here is his account of it: 

“When I received a letter from Joe (J. S.) Llewellyn that 
he was coming to New York to see me I was overjoyed, for 
it would be the first visit I would have from my home town 
(Cleveland, Tenn.) in the South since I had made my home in 
New York in 1916. I could hardly wait for him to come, and 
on his arrival I took off from business and spent almost two 
days with him, driving him around in my car, showing him 
various points of interest. 

“I spoke to my wife, as the time crept by, that I could 
hardly imagine that Joe or anybody would come so far just for 
a visit with me, and felt sure he had a reason, but he had not 
expressed or even hinted at such. I had shown him most points 
of interest, it seemed to me. On the second night I was driving 
along Third Ave., near 14th St., New York, at about six 
o‘clock. There was a large restaurant there, which we were 
near, that was much in the news at the time, because of a num- 
ber of notorious criminals which had been rounded up a few 
years before in connection with the trial of Lt. Becker, of the 
New York police, and who had made the restaurant their hang- 
out. The names of some of these were Lefty Louie, Izzy the 
Kid, and others of New York’s underworld in the killing of a 
gambler named Herman Rosenthal. 

“I had just shown Joe the Bowery, and the Bowery mis- 
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sions. I had shown him the great buildings, the notable places. 
Here I could show him where New York’s underworld had 
foregathered. As we entered the restaurant the waiter began to 
relate some of the crimes that had been committed there. He 
pointed to holes in the wall made by bullets of underworld 
assassins. | 

“In those strange surroundings we took our place at the 
table. The restaurant was well-known for sea food, and both 
Joe and I ordered cod-fish steak. The portions were much 
larger than are served today, and were brought to us on large 
platters. Just as these were set before us Joe began to tell me 
why he had come to New York. 

“He told me had organized the Golden Rule Supply Com- 
pany, at Cleveland, Tenn., of which he was the president, and 
he wished me to be vice-president. This company, he said, 
would operate like Sears, Roebuck % Co., and all the members 
of the church everywhere would buy all the necessities of life 
from this supply company, and all the profits would go toward 
the furtherance of the work of the church. 

“He told me I would not have to do anything, but just 
lend my name to it as vice-president, and there might be some 
occasions when he would call upon me for some assistance in 
buying. My pay was to be $150.00 a month, he said. 

“T asked him if he had spoken to my father about this, 
and he assured me he had, and that my father was getting 
everything ready for it. 

“IT may say that this coming just as the planked fish steak 
was set out before us, it had so engrossed his conversation, and 
I had been so stunned by the suggestion of putting the church 
of God in a business, the fish got cold. Neither of us ate. I paid 
the bill, and we drove directly home, almost without speaking. 
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I had seen my father approached time after time to get him to 
use the strength of the church for promoting some farm, some 
oil stock, some gold mine, a hundred suggestions, and always 
he desired only the kingdom of God, and declined without 
giving thought to such possibilities. 

I took Joe home to my house, and after showing him to 
his room, I left the house and went to an all-night restaurant 
a few blocks away to telephone my father. I had a telephone 
in the house, but I wished to speak to my father without Joe 
overhearing. It took many hours sometimes in those days to 
get a telephone call through from New York to Cleveland. 
About 4:00 A. M. my father answered. I told him of Joe’s 
conversation, expressing the belief that I could not believe it 
unless he told me himself. 

‘“‘ “The idea,’ he answered in characteristic fashion, ‘I told 
Joe we could never do that.’ Completely surprised, it seemed, 
he asked in astonishment, ‘Did he tell you that? The idea!.’ 
Of course my father was not going into that commerce, nor 
have the people gathered in the name of Christ Jesus brought 
to serve commercial ends. 

“The next morning I told Joe that I had telephoned to 
my father, and he had assured me that Joe was mistaken to 
think the church of God was going into such a thought. He 
took the next train. On arrival at Cleveland, without first 
going home, he fairly bolted into the publishing house, and 
brushed right into A. J. Tomlinson’s office, a small office, 
which he was accustomed to call his cubbyhole. His face red 
with anger, he thrust his fist into A. J. Tomlinson’s face, and 
said, ‘I’ll ruin you for that!’ Those who saw J. S. Llewellyn 
in the 1922 Assembly at Cleveland thrust his fist again in A. J. 
Tomlinson’s face and say, ‘You can’t block this with prayer,’ 
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will be able to visualize the moment J. S. Llewellyn started 
out to destroy A. J. Tomlinson. He was the one personality 
who led the whole division, a division which would end in 
what appeared to be utter catastrophe to A. J. Tomlinson at 
the very climax of leading a mighty work in the salvation of 
souls.”’ 


The Diary is Resumed 


Feb. 19, 1923. In looking over this record I find nothing 
written in 1922. This seems to surprise me, but when I remem- 
ber the happenings and work done I conclude it is no wonder, 
there has been no time and things came so thick and fast that 
they could hardly be recorded, yet I am sorry that the record 
could not be kept daily. 

I am now at Nassau, N. P. (Bahamas), suddenly dropped 
down here on steamer from New York City, from snow and 
ice and cold wind to a land of summer and flowers. Avery 
(A. D. Evans) and Iris are with me. He are here for a conven- 
tion. Milton Padgett is overseer of all the Bahamas churches. 
Arrived a week early because I had to take this boat in order to 
get here in time for the convention to commence the first of 
March. 

Following the last writing came the great assembly, of 
1921. This was the greatest Assembly we have ever had, but 
one mistake was made that has put a blotch on the church that 
I would not have had on it for anything. It adopted what 
was known as a constitution. My heart has almost broken 
over it many times, although I did not become awakened to 
what we had done until about the following February. When 
I came to myself I was frightened. 
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Last year was an awful year. I was editor of the Evangel, 
manager of the publishing house, with Iris’ help prepared the 
Sunday School lessons, superintendent of the Bible School, both 
the home and by correspondence, and Superintendent of the 
Sunday School at Cleveland. Alli of this time I did my work 
with an aching heart because four or more men, all of whom I 
had always considered my best and most-to-be-depended-on 
friends, rose up against me and made it awful hard for me. 
These men, I hate to name them, but I feel I must, were M. S. 
Lemons, J. S. Llewellyn, J. B. Ellis and T. L. McLain, and 
I might also add, W. F. Bryant. 

I can’t tell all they did against me, but letters filed came 
in from places where they had been, tell of their opposition 
in personal talk and influence. It is definitely known that J. B. 
E]lis and J. S. Llewellyn took me quite often as a target in the 
pulpit. Their influence turned a few others, = 

While I was working and wearing my life away for the 
Church of God they were wire-working and planning against 
me so they could oust me from my positions at the Assembly. 
I was so broken hearted much of the time I could scarcely do 
my work. 

One time during the summer it developed in proof that 
J. S. Llewellyn instigated a strike among my publishing house 
force, which I believe caused a loss to the house of not less than 
$3000.00, besides the disgrace and trouble it brought. He 
denied it, but the proof was too plain. One of the girls told 
me at the time that some of the Elders put them up to it, and 
she told others plainly that it was he. Later on, though, he so 
intimidated her that she denied it. 

I think that was awful for an elder, a bishop, and a 
member, and who I once considered my friend. Paul said Alex- 
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ander the coppersmith did him much harm, and I can say the 
same of these men. 

I took abuse from J. S. Llewellyn, both over the phone, 
and to the face worse than was scarcely ever, if ever, given to a 
criminal. He declared he would have me out of that office if 
it cost him every cent he was worth. He said that in a rage. 
Such as this went on until the Assembly. 

At the Assembly I was told that these men spent much 
of their time in wire-working and trickery and political chica- 
nery of the barest sort to try to turn the Assembly against me. 
They came in on the blind side of the unsuspecting Assembly 
and secured the passage of such measures that grieved the Holy 
Ghost and the people, too, (the minutes of the Assembly of 
1922 will show), took the divine appointment of the General 
Overseer out of the hands of God and ignored the work of the 
Holy Ghost. And did some other things that I could not bear, 
for I knew they were wrong, and by them ignoring the Holy 
Ghost, and reappointed me General Overseer. I offered my 
resignation in protest of their dastardly acts, and the acceptance 
by the Assembly of their plans and measures. 

But the people who had been so duped and still did not 
understand, begged me so hard that I finally consented to re- 
main General Overseer, but I did it with a broken heart. I only 
accepted for the sake of the people who did not understand the 
evil work of those men. 

When I offered my resignation, which I did in as mild a 
manner as I could, M. S. Lemons rose up in a rage and there 
before 2000 people bemeaned and spoke against me in terms 
probably worse than criminals are accustomed to hearing. 
He threatened to put me in the penetentiary, and used abusive 
language foreign to a gentleman, much less a Christian. He has 
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never offered any apology to this day. 

This raised a storm of criticism against him, and there 
was such a commotion I was forced to call order and have him 
sit down, as well as the rest. This was awful. Previous to 
this time, so I was informed, J. S. Llewellyn spent two hours 
and a half in vilifying and abusing me and my family before 
a committee meeting in joint session with the 12 and 70. And 
the surprising thing to me has been and still remains that there 
was none to protest against his abuse, but let him go on till he 
run down. When some rose to talk he broke in on them so 
that they gave it up. 

And when the measure that was so obnoxious to me was 
before the house for consideration, I called the Assembly to 
prayer, as has always been my custom. While we were in 
prayer J. S. Llewellyn ran up to me in a rage and shook his fist 
and pointed his finger almost against my face and said, “How 
dare you block this measure in any such way! You dare not 
do it, you shall not do it!’ He walked away white with 
madness. 

I took all such abuse without resentment, without talking 
back, without trying to defend myself. All of this happened 
at the Assembly (1922) after I delivered my annual address 
that brought a flood of applause and tokens of approval far in 
excess of any that has ever been delivered before. For two hours, 
I suppose, amidst shouts, music by the brass band, and songs, 
cheers and weeping, about 2,500 people marched by and shook 
my hand and many of them fell on my neck and kissed me 
and wept for joy. One precious old mother kissed me, too. 
My hand was sore for two months from the tight grips of love. 
Nobody suggested such a move, and nobody ordered it. It 
was voluntary and spontaneous. 
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It was wonderful, but it so enraged those men that they 
worked harder against me. Some time during the enraptured 
overflow two or three good brethren ran to me and literally 
lifted me up about their heads as a display of God’s power. 
Still those men were not as careful about touching God’s anoint- 
ed as David was, but continued to do everything against me 
that lay in their power, and are still at it. 


(Editorial Note) A. J. Tomlinson had kept these burdens 
in his own heart prior to the General Assembly, for though 
constantly in touch with Homer, in New York, and others, 
he had not expressed fear of such developments. He had not 
taken a single step seeking for a defender, or sought any support 
against the evil works of these men. The first knowledge 
Homer had of the difficulty was by telephone from his father 
at midnight after M. S. Lemons had made such vicious threats, 
as well as J. S. Llewellyn. Frank Lemons, son of M. S. 
Lemons, was with Homer in New York, and the first he heard 
of it was from Homer after the telephone call. ‘I do not know 
what the trouble is,’’ Homer said to Frank the next day, ’’bet 
I must stand with my father, and Frank, you must stand with 
yours.”” They parted, friends, and never met again until 1944, 
when Frank paid Homer a visit in New York. 

When A. J. Tomlinson tendered his resignation, as related 
in the diary, he left the Auditorium and went to his home 
several blocks away. The whole company, estimated at two 
thousand five hundred, on that day, came over in a great de- 
monstration in front of his house, and with many tears be- 
sought him to return and to continue as their overseer. It was 
with such appeal he consented to continue on. He accompanied 
them back to the auditorium. 
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Many matters were involved at this General Assembly, 
and it was these J. S. Llewellyn had taken to use in gathering 
the leadership to himself, sowing discord against A. J. Tomlin- 
son. He had encouraged the centralization of all church funds, 
church titles for local property, and the adoption of a consti- 
tution and by-laws, following the pattern of other churches. 
He had encouraged the appointment of twelve elders and a body 
of seventy to govern the church, and as one of the twelve 
elders, and general missionary treasurer with his office at the 
headquarters, he stood like Absalom at the door, and went 
everywhere criticizing A. J. Tomlinson, and seeking to intro- 
duce what he called business methods. 

A, J. Tomlinson had been all right to build the organi- 
zation, but now it needed more guidance from business men, 
Llewellyn would say. One thing that had been adopted upon 
J. S. Llewellyn’s urging was to have all tithes sent to head- 
quarters, and then distributed about equally to all ministers. 
Considerable funds were on hand from these tithes, and in con- 
nection with the building of the great Auditorium, and the 
enlarged publishing house and printing plant, the twelve elders 
were called together, to borrow from this tithe fund to use for 
the building fund, and to be replaced in due course. (J. S. 
Llewellyn received thousands of dollars of this). The Elders 
agreed to this. The 1921-22 temporary set-back in business in 
the U. S. affected the income of the church to some extent, 
and the building fund was not able to replace the amount before 
the Assembly. At the General Assembly the action of the 
twelve elders was approved, and the great handshake followed 
this approval, when A. J. Tomlinson had stated the situation. 
Having approved this himself, J. S. Llewellyn used this situa- 
tion in a political sort of way, that he could have handled it 
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better, and had himself put in, at the 1922 General Assembly, 
as treasurer, and editor and publisher. 

A complete change was instituted, whereby J. S. Llewellyn 
as publisher, F. J. Lee as Director of Education, and A. J. 
Tomlinson as General Overseer would comprise a committee 
to conduct the affairs of the church, instead of having the 
General Overseer lead it as in the past. J. S. Llewellyn had 
succeeded in getting A. J. Tomlinson out of the office, and 
F. J.. Lee siding with him, they could and did together begin 
to tell A. J. Tomlinson what he should and should not do. 
J. S. Llewellyn established himself in the offices, and told A. 
J. Tomlinson he should go out on the field. But he did more 
than that. He took physical possession of all the publishing 
house, the funds, and stock, and all property at Cleveland, 
Tenn., valued at more than a half million dollars. This in 
addition to the priceless value of a going activity, with a vast 
church work in all parts of the nation, and great missionary 
activities and plants overseas, publishing activities and good- 
will. 
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Chapter III 


A. J. Tomlinson Starts Anew, 1923 


Feb. 19, 1923 written at Nassau, Bahamas. He (J. S. 
Llewellyn) did not want the Faithful Standard, so I took it 
over to try to make it go, and moved it to New York. 

It was on the 9th of Dec. (1922) that I took wife and 
Maud, my stenographer, and went to Knoxville, (Tenn.) 
where I dedicated their new church house, then on to Morris- 
town, Tenn., where I dedicated another. Then we went to 
Canton, N. C., for a convention. Bro. Geo. T. Brouayer met 
me there. God gave us a good convention, Dec. 21-25. Then 
on to Kannapolis, N. C., for Dec. 28-31. Lillie Duggar joined 
us at Asheville. From Kannapolis we went to Middlesex, 
N. C., and then on to Bogue, (N. C.). 

These conventions were great and plans were made to put 
this gospel into every county in the state this year. From Bogue 
we went by boat to Morehead City, N. C., where we took train 
for Norfolk, Va. We were with the church there three or four 
days, and then took boat for New York City. We were in 
New York about three weeks. Iris, Avery and Milton were 
there, and we were with Homer and Marie and little Halcy. 

S. O. Gillaspie came from Illinois to meet us there to 
counsel about the magazine. We finally decided it best for 
mama and Milton to go back home, as Milton was so dissatis- 
fied with the school in New York, and homesick besides. Maud 
and Lillie also went home and Iris and Avery came with me 
here. Mama and Maud will probably join me again later back 
in the states. I expect to travel all this year. I will be here in 
Nassau till about Mar. 6 or 7, then to Miami, Fla., and back 
up the states again. May God be with me in every place. 
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(Editorial Note) The visit of A. J. Tomlinson with 
Homer in New York was in memorable meaning. As A. J. 
Tomlinson closed his house at Cleveland, Dec. 9th, and left on 
this journey, J. S. Llewellyn began to use the Church of God 
Evangel to cast a shadow upon A. J. Tomlinson, and finally 
accused him of owing some $14,000 to the headquarters office, 
a charge which was utterly false, and shameless. There had 
been antagonism against him at the Assembly, but as soon as 
he left Cleveland J. S. Llewellyn and others came out more 
and more viciously in their denunciations. The news of all 
this had broken in all its fury by the time A. J. Tomlinson 
reached Homer’s house in New York. Homer tells how that 
upon their arrival he and his wife had turned over their room 
to A. J. Tomlinson and wife for their stay of almost four 
weeks. For three weeks A. J. Tomlinson kept himself almost 
constantly in that room, coming downstairs to eat only occa- 
sionally. 

The bed occupied the center of the room the headboard 
against the rear wall. Time after time in that memorable three 
weeks Homer or any of the household would find him pacing 
backwards and forwards about the foot of the bed, reminding 
one of a mighty lion pacing backwards and forwards in a man- 
made cage. The news each day was worse, the accusations ter- 
rible, and all false. At last Homer said to him, ‘‘Papa, surely 
this is enough, isn’t it?’’ Wath published calumny and false- 
hoods they had put out against his father in his hands he offered 
to proceed by the courts-to stop them. 

A. J.. Tomlinson answered in firm assurance, as if im- 
pelled by a force clear beyond him, “I can’t do it! I just can’t 
do it!” Now in his 59th year, having led the greatest move- 
ment in religion in.the history of the world—all swept away 
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in a day. Exiled even from Cleveland, Tenn., and word that 
the whole church and city had turned against him. Backwards 
and forwards he paced, night after night, day after day. His 
family stood with him, and a few, a very few friends. Iris and 
Avery stood with him. Homer, being just 30 years old, told 
his father, “‘Now that all have forsaken you, I offer to become 
a minister in the Church of God.” 

At the end of three weeks A. J. Tomlinson seemed to 
have caught a gleam of what course he would take. The 
“Faithful Standard’ would be continued, and he would call 
upon a number of friends to help carry this forward. His 
countenance lighted up again, and he would just go on, and 
on, and on. ‘Twenty years from now,” he said. “We'll look 
back on this experience and tell the story of it, of how the 
Lord helped _us,”’ 

And indeed this came true, for this diary, all of it, is being 
written on the typewriter for the printer right in the very room 
where he paced for those three awful weeks, and by his son, 
Homer, whose confidence in his father was so complete, that 
his first born son, who first saw the light of day in this same 
room only a month or so after A. J. Tomlinson reached the 
decision to go on, he named A. J. Tomlinson, after the grand- 
father. And that son received the Holy Ghost and spoke with 
other tongues in an Army Camp in Massachusetts in the very 
hours that A. J. Tomlinson went to be with the Lord, 
Oct: 2, 1943. 

But the Peele hiine: would be drawn. Here was coming 
a mighty revolution in the church of God. As in all history, 
when the church was strengthened, efforts would be made to - 
adopt a creed, a constitution, and have the church conducted by 
men in committee, arid the anointing of God would be ignored. 
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Here was the mighty test. Would A. J. Tomlinson hold the 
call and appointment of the Holy Ghost, confirmed in mighty 
signs and wonders, or would the church of God now fall back 
and be a sect—-with men-made leaders? And men-made laws, 
by-laws and constitutions? 


Feb. 26, 1923. I am still in Nassau. Have preached twice 
here, and these are wonderful meetings. The power fell in both 
services, and to describe the wonderful manifestions would be 
impossible. At the service Friday night there were many seekers 
at the altar, and some were slain under the power. It was 
said one was reclaimed and others were baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, probably four or five. It was impossible to learn just 
what was done. 

Yesterday at Foxhill, about six miles out, I preached 
twice, and delivered a Sunday School sermon on the lesson. 
Great meetings, great manifestations of the power of the Spirit. 

March 12, 1923. I am now in Miami, Fla. The conven- 
tion at Nassau was a wonderful success. I delivered two dis- 
courses a day. Every service was wonderful. One Stanley 
Ferguson, a colored minister, told of walking on the high 
places of the ocean a distance of twenty miles to get from one 
island to another to carry the gospel there. One time he carried 
some little children, one on his back and one in his arms and 
his package of clothes on his head, and at one place he had to 
leap through the water from one high place to another, and 
that by guess. He finally landed safely, but exhausted. 

The natives are enduring severe hardships to get the gospel 
to their people on the islands. At some of the night services 
there were 15 or 20 at the altar. Several were slain under the 
power at different times. Quite a number got through to the 
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Lord, but I was unable to get the number. Brother Milton 
Padgett, the overseer, has proved to be a wonderful man, both 
in his ability to handle the island people and work, and in his 
love and loyalty to me as General Overseer. 

We left Nassau March 6 on the steamship Miami. About 
one hundred or more of the saints were at the docks to see us 
off. As we moved away they sang, ‘God be with you till we 
meet again.’”’ The waving of handkerchiefs continued as long 
as we could see them. The last night of the convention was 
more than wonderful. The handshakes, the goodbyes, the tears, 
the shouts, the last message were all beyond description. Many 
kissed my hand, both men and women. Cannot describe the 
scene. 

We landed at Miami about 9:30, Mar. 7. Had meeting 
that night. Have had meeting every night since our arrival 
either at Miami or Cocoanut Grove, except Sat. night. Preached 
three sermons yesterday, besides two missionary talks or lec- 
tures, and taught a Sunday School class. I was about worn 
out when I got to my room nearly eleven o‘clock last night. 
Some came over sixty miles to the meetings yesterday, and I 
think they stayed over for the afternoon meeting at Cocoanut 
Grove. 

I am billed to preach at Cocoanut Grove three nights 
this week. These meetings are all for the whites. The conven- 
tion for the colored people opens Thursday, Mar. 15, and runs 
over next Sunday. We are staying with Sister French, who 
was baptized with the Holy Ghost in my meeting at Cocoanut 
Grove thirteen years ago. W. H. Cross, the pastor here, is 
taking all the interest he can in our comfort, conveyance to and 
from church in his auto, and in the meetings. About fifteen in 
the altar yesterday. 
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Mar. 21. The convention at Miami for the colored people 
was a grand success. Three meetings a day. I spoke twice or 
three times a day. As many as 25 at altar once and others at 
other times. The power fell wonderfully in almost every ser- 
vice. The Lord put me through with great power in preach- 
ing. O, how the people loved me! They showed it in many 
ways. I found Bro. Richardson, overseer over colored people, 
to be a fine, able man for the place. He is also a true friend of 
the church and myself. We had our last dinner in Miami with 
sister Padgett. 

Went from Miami to West Palm Beach in a bus, on Mon., 
Mar. 19. On to Reviera for meeting at night with the white 
people, and next day also. Had two fine services. On Tuesday 
night for the colored at W. Palm Beach. Great and powerful 
meeting. 

Left W. Palm Beach in a bus and run out about eighteen 
miles, and then took a boat up the canal and across Lake Okee- 
chobee to Moore Haven, where we are now for the night. This 
was a wonderful trip through the Everglades. Saw alligators 
and snakes, and wild ducks by the hundred. Eighty-five mile 
trip. Will go by bus from here tomorrow to Fe. Myers, 75 
miles. | 

May 21, 1923. Here I am behind again. Had fine meeting 
at Ft. Myers, one meeting at Jacksonville, Fla., and then went 
to Hazlehurst, Ga., Mar. 29. Had a great convention there. 
The messages were wonderful. One special sermon consumed 
about three and a half hours, and the people shouted, danced, 
and did almost everything at intervals during the discourse, 
because it was so uplifting and inspiring. Quite a few were 
baptized with the Holy Ghost in this convention. From Hazle- 
burst we went to Augusta, Ga., where we had another fine 
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time. At Augusta we stayed in an old Revolutionary days 
house, where they say nine men were hanged during the Revolu- 
tionary War. Bro. (S. W.) Latimer was with us in the 
Georgia meetings. 

Next went to Columbia, S. C. The convention there was 
wonderful too. Scarcely any way to describe its greatness on 
account of the presence of the Lord. Went to Rock Hill, S. C., 
for one service, and then to Greenville, S. C. This also was 
great. J. W. Culpepper was with us in South Carolina. 

Our next convention was at Lynchburg, Va., Apr. 26-29. 
Was at Danville, one service. This was another great conven- 
tion. J. A. Davis was with us in Va. One service at Roanoke 
and on to Pulaski, Va., for convention. 

Came down by Cleveland, Tenn., Sat. evening and wife 
and Milton got on train and we went on to Chattanooga. On 
Sunday, May 6, I dedicated their new church house, raised 
$300.00. The power of the Lord fell and He gave us a great 
day. 

Went up home Monday, was there Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday. Those men who have been so hard against me tried to 
make it hard on me, and they declared I should not leave any 
more to fill my appointments, but I stated that I was General 
Overseer, and I would go right on. They claim I am defaulter 
of $14,000, but I am not. They are giving me all the trouble 
they can, but I go right on and let them misrepresent me all 
they want to. God will look after them. I am busy with my 
work, holding conventions. 

I came on to Pratt City, Ala., and the Lord stood by me 
in the very first service, the power fell and the convention was 
wonderful from start to finish. Came here to Cassilla, Miss., 
May 16. Convention opened the 17th. Closed last night. This 
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was more than wonderful. Scarcely any way to describe these 
conventions. God puts the messages through me wonderfully. 
I am surprised at myself sometimes. The power falls in every 
service. At one service I held the congregation spellbound for 
two hours, except while they were shouting and dancing. Iris 
and Avery are still with me. Mama and Milton are at home. 

I win the hearts of the people every place we go in spite 
of all the wireworking those men do against me. And I hear 
that they are boasting that they are going to have me out of 
the place as Overseer, and clear out of the church. And I hear 
that they are working day and night to get people turned 
against me. But it seems the harder they work against me the 
more the dear Lord blesses me, and the more the people love 
me. I don’t know what the results will be, but I know God is 
with me up to date, and He is giving me great meetings. 
Multitudes are wonderfully blessed. 

There seems to be no way to describe the manifestations 
of the Spirit as He operates on the people all through the ser- 
vices, through the preaching and all. The people cry, laugh, 
shout, dance, run, jump, talk in tongues, give interpretations, 
whole congregations fall on their knees and faces at times when 
the presence of the Lord seems so great. If every meeting could 
be described it would take books to tell it all. 

Only at home two days, May 9, 10, since the 9th of Dec., 
1922. Traveled nearly 5000 miles. 
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The June 12, 1923, Council 


Sept. 10, 1923. My time has been taken up with so many 
duties, and there have been so many responsibilities upon me 
that I have not been able to keep up my diary. I am now at 
Nashville (Tenn.), and will try to make note of some happen- 
ings since the last writing. 

I arrived home June 10th from Kentwood, La., where I 
was engaged in a convention, which was wonderful. A council 
of the 12 Elders had been called for June 12, giving the 70 
and others the privilege of attending. We met according to 
arrangement and quite a number were present. 

I made some statements and explanations of matters in 
question, including the alleged auditor’s report that tried to 
show I owed the church $14,141.83. I stated that I was not 
short that amount and explained in detail my reasons for not 
accepting that report as dependable. (Editorial Note:) J. S. 
Llewellyn had called in a Chattanooga firm of auditors to audit 
all of A. J. Tomlinson’s books. The auditors made a brief 
examination of such records as J. S. Llewellyn made available 
to them without either A. J. Tomlinson being present, or his 
bookkeeper. Among the records was a special statement made 
by A. J. Tomlinson before the Assembly by way of memoran- 
dum to show costs of certain endeavors and the fruit of them. 
The auditors reported that these figures in this individual report 
indicated a discrepancy of $14,000.00, but stated specifically 
“THIS IS NOT AN AUDIT!” And how could such be an 
audit, for hundreds of thousands of dollars had passed through 
the offices, the auditors were in the office only a few hours, and 
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charged only $150.00. J. S. Llewellyn immediately charged 
that A. J. Tomlinson had stolen that amount and secreted it 
with Homer in New York. He later kept adding to it until it 
had reached an alleged $70,000.00. When J. S. Llewellyn, 
F. J. Lee, and others took A. J. Tomlinson to court and sought 
to recover this sum by civil action, the court rejected the audi- 
tor’s report as having no weight or indication there had been 
any default. See Chancery Court, Court House, Cleveland, 
Tenn., 1924. 

(Continuing A. J. Tomlinson’s diary.) At the same ses- 
sion charges were presented against three of the elders, M. S. 
Lemons, J. B. Ellis and J. S. Llewellyn. This aroused quite a 
feeling and interest among all present. Detailed information can 
be found on other records. After a hearing from both complain- 
ants and defendants the matter was referred to the General 
Overseer and nine of the elders for consideration. In this coun- 
cil, which was not open to the public, it was decided to post- 
pone action on this subject until ‘‘the cloud was lifted from 
the General Overseer,’’ which had been hanging over him for 
several months because of certain reports and accusations that 
had been circulated against me. 

It was agreed to bring up these charges against these elders 
later on, but this was never done. T. S. Payne openly avowed 
that he would do it himself if no one else did, but this also 
failed. Later developments proved that seven of these nine men 
did not regard this word as of any worth. 

When the time came to consider questions relative to my- 
self, I vacated the chair because requested to do so, and because 
of a message and interpretation advising us to submit ourselves 
one to another. I explained that there were no provisions for 
such action on my part, but I would submit to the request, as 
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I wanted to do my part in obeying the message. I did not 
want to appear to be stubborn. They selected another and 
proceeded with the business behind closed doors in my absence. 
I was to go back to the chair later, but they finally dismissed 
the council in my absence and dispersed without giving me any 
more privileges. 

I regard all of their proceedings as unjust and illegal, and 
I have utterly ignored the whole thing except to take action 
as recorded elsewhere, but this was done because they became so 
corrupt in their proceedings and work. Having no other re- 
course for adjustment I with others prepared a declaration of 
independence, dismissed these men from all their positions, to 
which I had had a part in appointing them, and thus started a 
revolution to save the church of God from wreck and ruin. 
Some day this act of loyalty to God and the Bible will be 
regarded as an heroic act. 

Amidst all of the corrupt actions of the Elders led by J. S. 
Llewellyn, George T. Brouayer and S. O. Gillaspie remained 
true to me. They are regarded as the Caleb and Joshua of this 
revolution. 


(Editorial Note) The council on June 12th, and including 
the 12 Elders and the Seventy, was held in the Auditorium and 
open to the public, about two hundred being in attendance. 
A. J. Tomlinson answered questions before them much of the 
day, and all the other part of the day session being taken up 
with Homer, he being the only one that spoke for his father, 
being involved with his father by the allegations of J. S. 
Llewellyn. Homer had come down from New York for the 
occasion. 

Homer tells of a special experience that he reveals now for 
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the first time, and which concerned W. F. Bryant. W. F. 
Bryant was one of the ten elders who turned against A. J. 
Tomlinson, and had worked hard against him. We will relate 
this in Homer’s own words: 

“While there at this trial, June 12th, and seeing Bro. 
Bryant lined up against my father, I went directly to him and 
said, “Bro. Bryant, I can understand a little why these other 
men would try for their own selfish purposes to cast my father 
out, but I cannot for my life understand how you have taken 
a position against him. You know he has not stolen any 
money, and you have been side by side with him in the battles 
from the beginning. Tell me, Bro. Bryant, why did you do it?” 
It was a direct question. 

“Bro. Bryant and I had been in most intimate association 
at headquarters, had preached together. We had been so close. 
I was honest, and I was hurt, for I knew that my father was 
on Bro. Bryant’s notes at the bank right then, and he couldn’t 
possibly feel my father was dishonest in money. What could 
it be? No one ever asked a question in more sincerety. 

“Bro. Bryant answered in this way: ‘Homer, I'll tell you 
exactly why. When the church of God was small and requests 
would come in for ministers your pa would send me, and I 
would go. Now that the church is big I know he receives lots 
of requests for ministers, but he don’t send me any more. I 
was good enough then, but I ain’t good enough now.’ He 
stated that he did not at all believe the accusation that A. J. 
Tomlinson had taken anything by false pretense, or stolen 
any money. 

‘T told Bro. Bryant I thought that I felt his complaint 
was justified, and that I would speak with my father about it. 
I went to my father and told him what Bro. Bryant had said, 
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and asked him if this were true. My father answered that it 
was true, and then gave me an explanation that I never felt I 
could tell Bro. Bryant, but now I feel I can reveal it in this 
book, that his family, after his decease, may know how much 
A. J. Tomlinson loved him. 

“‘’That is true,’ my father said. “I had to make an im- 
portant decision concerning Bro. Bryant. Bro. Bryant could 
neither read nor write, except after great effort, a little in the 
Bible, and he could sign his name. As the years went by and 
people were better educated, and the church had gathered so 
many of better education, it just seemed Bro. Bryant did not 
keep up with the changes. When I would send him anywhere 
I would so many times receive letters requesting that I should 
send anybody but W. F. Bryant. This kept on increasing until 
I just couldn’t send him much. I had to make up my mind to 
tell him why I couldn’t send him, or let him feel something 
just against me, that I didn’t want him to go. I decided I 
would rather he would be hurt at me than to have him think 
that the people didn’t want him any more, which I felt might 
hurt him too deeply, might break his heart.’ 
| “My father never told that to Bro. Bryant, and possibly 
only to me. Just before his death I visited with W. F. Bryant, 
then 83 years old, and during our conversation he looked back 
at the humble beginnings when he for about eleven years held 
the work together single handed, 1892 to 1903, and said that 
the church had now reached out over the earth, and the Lord 
had raised up people with education to do a work that he 
wasn’t prepared for. He had, however, kept the confidence and 
honor in those mountain communities, and it had been he that 
led in the prayer in those early years that God would send them 
someone who could bring this great message to the world. It 
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had been he who had felt that A. J. Tomlinson had come in 
answer to that prayer, and, in climax it had been he, in 1913, 
who gave the interpretation in tongues that A. J. Tomlinson 
would be overseer of the church of God for life.” 

It seems fitting to relate this incident, in the midst of the 
amazing struggle of 1923. Good men and women, mightily 
filled with God, lined up on both sides of the struggle. Every 
church in the world, as soon as it got large enough, would tie 
up the ministry with creeds, disciplines and put them under 
boards, formulas, until the man of God was no more free. 
Here was a death struggle going on. The Ten Elders were 
determined to stiffle A. J. Tomlinson, denounce his call by 
the Holy Ghost, and operate like other churches, or, like Israel, 
be like other nations. 

There were multitudes involved in this great struggle who 
were swept along in the tide, having no knowledge of what 
A. J. Tomlinson was doing, or anything about him, for J. S. 
Llewellyn had all of the addresses, the publications, the money, 
and he began the most abusive campaign against A. J. Tomlin- 
son that could possibly have been conceived, at least in a church 
paper, the paper that A. J.. Tomlinson had inaugurated and 
edited, with its predecessors for twenty-three years. 

Stripped of everything, accused of stealing, and many other 
false accusations, the power of the church he had led, building 
it from a single church to an influence all over the world, 
A. J. Tomlinson stood at the turning point of a great life. 
No doubt what hurt him most was that he had lifted these his 
enemies from obscurity, placed them by appointment in the 
highest positions in the church, and responsible for the huge 
sums of money, and what was the greatest, responsible for 
hundreds of thousands of people who were looking to them 
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for leadership in serving the Lord in the great new vision of 
The Church of God. 

But great controversies have entered into the work of the 
church of God in all the ages. Students recall the sharpness 
between Luther and Calvin, Wesley and Whitefield, the un- 
healed divisions of the Catholic Church, Orthodox and Roman. 
‘Where the battle is the hottest,’” A. J. Tomlinson said in one 
of his Annual Addresses before the General Assembly, “‘in there 
somewhere you will find the church of God.”’ It would now 
open here in full fury, the Ten Elders group: would soon be 
known as the Ten Elder church, while the Elders would call 
those who went along with A. J. Tomlinson, the ‘“Tomlinson 
Church.’”” We return now to the words of the diary, being 
entered while at Nashville, Tenn., on Sept.. 10, 1923. 


Sept. 10, 1923 (Written at Nashville, Tenn.) Other 
records will show the call for the 12 Elders to come together 
again July 24th, to complete the work of the Council called 
for June 12th, and the refusal of the ten to attend, also the 
- action of the General Overseer and George T. Brouayer and 
S. O. Gillaspie, loyal elders. 


(Ed. Note:) In his position as General Overseer A. J. 
Tomlinson had assembled the ill-fated Council of June 12th. 
In like manner he issued the call for the Twelve Elders to 
assemble at his home, 2525 Gaut St., Cleveland, Tenn., to 
complete that council meeting, as ordered. The Ten Elders 
were in the Publishing House across the street, at 2524 Gaut 
St., but declined to come over. A. J. Tomlinson proceeded 
with the work of the council as if all had been present. Then 
he issued a call for all who would to meet in Chattanooga, 
Tenn., Aug. 8th, at the home of Bro. and Sr. H. A. Pressgrove. 
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(The Diary) Other records will also show the council 
of representatives and revolutionists at Chattanooga, Aug. 8, 9, 
10, and the proceedings of said council, etc. The Ten Elders, 
continuing their corrupt actions, proceeded to impeach George 
T. Brouayer, S. O. Gillaspie, and myself, even after they had 
been dismissed from their positions as elders and judges and 
been notified of same. (Ed. Note: When they did not show 
up for the council A. J. Tomlinson, who had appointed them, 
dismissed them, notifying them by letter.) Then later, F. J. 
Lee and W. M. Letsinger had the ‘‘gall’” and audacity to call 
for my credentials, and try to revoke my ministry, and they 
themselves carried credentials signed by myself. Such inconsis- 
tencies are viewed by wise men as absurd and ridiculous. 


(Editorial Note:) At the Aug. 8, 9, 10 council in Chat- 
tanooga were gathered a notable company who would do much 
to forward the great work of revolution. Among these were 
Guy Marlow and C. H. Randall, of Kentucky, who opened a 
wide door in that state; C. T. Anderson, who would open the 
door in Virginia; H. A. Pressgrove, who would go forward 
with victory in Mississippi; His wife, Bertie Mae (Juillerat) 
Pressgrove, who had led the great orphanage work. A. D. 
Evans and wife undertook to bring forth the “White Wing 
Messenger’’ at Cleveland, the name A. J. Tomlinson had often 
used in terms of affection in his writings for ‘“The Church of 
God Evangel,” now turned against him, and which completed 
the subscriptions for The Faithful Standard, later resumed as 
“Joyful News Broadcast.” 

A. J. Lawson formed the Bureau of Information, became 
its chairman, to give published answers by tracts concerning 
evil accusations that had been made against A. J. Tomlinson. 
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A. J. Tomlinson now opened a publishing office and his own 
office back in his house. He had built three churches in Cleve- 
land, great orphanage buildings, a large publishing house, and 
a vast auditorium seating 4,000, but there was now no place 
for him to worship. 

Only recently Mrs. Etta Scoggins related what happened 
one day at this time, as A. J. Tomlinson sat in his office. She 
had been at prayer, and felt she must tell A. J. Tomlinson to 
have meeting that night. She went to his house, and with Mrs. 
Tomlinson they went upstairs where he had his desk. 

Mrs. Scoggins said, ‘‘Let’s have church tonight.” A. J. 
Tomlinson said he would be glad to, but where would they 
have it?, he asked. She suggested that they just start out, which 
they did. They walked out the front door of the house, turned 
right along Gaut St., kept going to Central Ave., turned toward 
town on Central Avenue. Arziving at Central Avenue and 
Short St., A. J. Tomlinson looked across at a vacant lot grown 
up with sage brush, suggested that would be a good place. He 
had himself previously been considering this spot. He got a 
goods box, something on the order of a soap box, and stood 
up and had meeting with just five souls. A few days later he 
bought the lot, and largely inspired by A. J. Lawson a start 
was made to have a building on the lot, and be ready for a 
General Assembly there in November following. On that spot 
was to gather the greatest church convention in the history 
of the world. | 


Sept. 2, 1923 (Nashville, Tenn.) It was on Aug. 22 
that myself and wife left home and came to Nashville, Tenn., 
on train, where we were met by Bro. Brouayer, who took us 
to Louisville, Ky., by automobile for a convention there. We 
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arrived at the convention hall about 9:00 the night of Aug. 
23. We were ushered in dirty, worn as we were, amidst shouts, 
hearty handshakes, and honor by C. H. Randall, overseer of 
Kentucky, and those in charge. W. F. Bryant and J. B. Ellis 
were there trying to create more trouble and seemed bent on 
hindering the progress of the convention. Next day I was on 
the program and they were there, but the Spirit lifted me so 
fax above the opposition and cross spirit that they had no show, 
and they never showed themselves in the convention any more 
The convention was wonderful. On the last night of the con- 
vention I delivered the message under the power of the Holy 
Ghost, and at the close there were wonderful demonstrations. 
An attempt to give a description of this would be futile, 
but during the demonstration I saw a woman pointing with 
her finger as if at some object just over my head, and her eyes 
glaring as if beholding some wonderful object. I glanced to 
one side and saw a man apparently pointing in the same direc- 
tion with his hands, but his eyes were closed. Later on in the 
service the sister described what she saw—a blue-like mist ex- 
tending downward from the ceiling and a convoy of angels 
beholding us while the demonstration was going on. 
Everybody seemed to feel the presence, but it is not known 
that any others saw the angels. For myself I seemed to have a 
kind of scared fear to look up. All this time the demonstrations 
were wonderful. Messages, interpretations, weeping, screaming, 
shouting, tongues, dancing, leaping, running and almost every- 
thing imaginable. This continued until a late hour at night. 
The next day wife and I with Bro. (Guy) Marlow went 
out about 15 or 20 miles over the river into Indiana to see 
sister Mamie Woodward and her husband. She used to help me 
in the office with the Evangel. Tuesday Bros. Brouayer and 
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Gillaspie and wife and I went to Terre Haute, Ind., for another 
convention. This also was fine and God honored us with His 
presence and power. From there we went to Akron, Ohio, for 
another convention. On the way across Indiana we stopped at 
my old home and place of my birth. Arrived in time to take 
dinner with my youngest sister, and my half-sister was there. 
Saw some of my other relatives and wife’s relatives, too. Couid 
not stay long. It had been about 13 years since I saw, any 
of them. 

The convention at Akron was fine. Great demonstrations 
and glory displayed. The first night I preached I think there 
were 20 or more in the altar. Fine altar service, but I do not 
know the results. On this trip many were healed at the differ- 
ent places. Made the whole trip from Nashville and back in 
auto. 

Bro. Gillaspie left us at Louisville, and Bro. Brouayer 
left us here yesterday. The services here Sat. night and all day 
yesterday were fine. Last night I stood on the porch of a house 
and preached to a large congregation assembled on the porch, 
in the yard and street, while the street cars and autos whizzed 
by. We are to have a similar service in another part of the 
city tonight, and then we go home tomorrow, D. V. 

Nov. 3, 1923. I am now at Alva, Fla. Only one more 
day of a meeting-here, then we go home to get ready for Assem- 
bly. It was Oct. 5 that myself and wife and Geo. T. Brouayer 
and S. O. Gillaspie left Cleveland for a trip through North 
‘Carolina, to visit and establish churches. Went in auto. Our 
first stop was Knoxville, then Canton, Asheville, Gastonia, 
Springhope, Selma, and Bogue, N. C. Then came on here. At 
every place the Lord met with us and wonderfully blessed us 
in our work. I scarcely ever had such liberty in all my life. 
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We made good in every place in establishing the saints and get- 
ting them settled down to working order. 


(Editorial Note) A. J. Tomlinson was starting over again 
now in his 59th year. He went in such utter fury of faith that 
he was having astonishing success. While a few places received 
him the church as a whole, due to the means of information 
in the hands of his adversaries, had rejected him. The 1923 
General Assembly was held in the frame tabernacle with shav- 
ings for floor, and just as scheduled, in November. The whole 
Assembly dedicated themselves anew to follow the leadings of 
the Holy Ghost. The proceedings of the Aug. 8, 9, 10, Council 
meeting were approved. A. J. Tomlinson was confirmed by 
signs and wonders as the General Overseer for life, and, elimi- 
nating elections forever, the Assembly passed a resolution that 
all appointments were left in the hands of A. J. Tomlinson, 
as General Overseer. 

The building was small, and participating ministers were 
few, but thousands of people attended. A. J. Tomlinson was 
free, and in that vast gathering he was at home again, in a 
ministry accompanied by signs and wonders. Chiefest of these 
was a demonstration that was repeated in every Assembly until 
his death in 1943, in which one would at some moment of the 
Assembly come in the power of the Holy Ghost to him, deliver- 
ing a message in tongues directly to him and to the audience. 
Then someone would give the interpretation, and always in 
the meaning that the Holy Ghost had placed him there, and 
that the Lord was leading A. J. Tomlinson, and all must listen 
to him, for the Lord is leading him, and he will lead the 
people. This had already begun in the 1921 General Assembly, 
and records of these amazing demonstrations appear in the offi- 
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cial minutes of the General Assembly, usually in connection 
with his Annual Address. 

There could be those who doubted the solemnity of these 
and the utterness of their meaning, but as his strength arose 
again and covered the earth in great meaning, and his enemies 
and adversaries fell utterly, it was in powerful significance, and 
makes one tremble in retrospect. 
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Chapter V 


The 29-Year Court Action 


Moundsville, W. Va. Feb. 28, 1924. My opposers are 
very bitter, but our work is prospering as the records show. We 
now have 170 ministers lined up to help us in this great revo- 
lution. Just as I was about to go to the train to come here the 
sheriff came into my office and served an injunction on me, 
stating that the full injunction would be served the next day 
on Brothers (A. J.) Lawson and (J. P.) Hughes. (Ed. Note: 
J. P. Hughes was a brother of A. J. Tomlinson’s son-in-law, 
H. D. Hughes, and husband of Nellie Lee Hughes, daughter of 
F. J. Lee, General Overseer of the Lee-Llewellyn faction. This 
is noted to show how over the nation and overseas as well 
many families were divided in this great matter.) 

This means that J. S. Llewellyn, Lee and their clan are 
entering a lawsuit to put us out of business in working for the 
Church of God. I only had time to phone Bro. Lawson and 
Bro. Hughes and give them a few brief words of instructions 
and encouragement and hurried to the train which I took at 
721.6) PMs 

The Scripture the Lord gave me immediately was Acts 
4:17-20. This shows the early apostles were enjoined and gives 
their answer. I laughingly told the sheriff I guessed he would 
get to take me to jail, for we would be obliged to go on with 
the work for the Church of God. I tried to console wife and 
children and urged them to be brave as they had always been. 
My soul was full of rejoicing and has been ever since. I do 
not know what will befall me, but I know the “word of God 
is not bound,” and all this will turn out for the furtherance 
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of the gospel, and this makes me happy. 

Mar. 29, 1924. I am now at Nassau, N. P., Bahamas. 
Arrived here yesterday morning at six o’clock. Bro. Eneas met 
me at the boat and brought me to Bro. Scott’s home, where I 
stayed last year. The meeting opened at 9:30, and at eleven I 
was on the floor delivring the message. I am to be here 5 or 
6 days. 

When I left Moundsville, W. Va., I came back to Parkers- 
burg, where I stopped over one night and delivered one message. 
House was crowded, and O, how the Holy Spirit displayed His 
power both in giving out the Word and in healing. The joy 
and glory were so great at times that is seemed the saints would 
almost be swept into heaven itself. O, it was wonderful. 

When I arrived home I found our church people all tied 
up with that injunction. They were doing their best to get 
released. Avery (Evans), Jesse (Hughes) and Brother Lawson 
with their lawyers were working faithfully. I went to work 
with them and in a few days we got some relief, but not full 
liberty. The bill was demurred by our lawyers, but the court 
not knowing the case refused to throw it out, but gave us some 
relief. I spent 7 days in Chattanooga working on the case and 
one or two days in Cleveland. We were to go before the court 
Monday, Mar. 24, which we did at Athens, Tenn., but our 
adversaries had prepared a petition accusing us of contempt of 
court, and cited us to court at Cleveland, Tenn., April 14. 

I preached three times today. O, what power, what de- 
monstrations, what joy and glory. No possible way of des- 
cribing it. The wonderful services cannot be described, but it 
seems that hundreds are shouting and dancing, running, jump- 
ing, falling under the power and—-well, I can’t tell it. It is 
now midnight. I must lie down for a little rest. 
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Mar. 31, 1924. This has been another great day in 
Nassau. The morning service was taken for counsel, advice 
and instructions, but the Lord set His approval so wonderfully 
upon all that was done, that the power fell until we were unable 
to close the service till one o‘clock. The afternoon service was 
not so long, but it was powerful. We closed at 4 o‘clock to 
form outside to get a picture made of the convention. This 
over, we had a funeral. A sister in the church had died and I 
asked the brethren to conduct the funeral in the Bahamas style. 
which they did. 

Apr. 2, 1924. The convention closed last night, but I 
cannot go till day after tomorrow as the boat does not go till 
then. Yesterday was wonderful again on up to the close last 
night. 

I do not like to mention their names, but yesterday morn- 
ing, soon after the convention opened Milton Padgett and T. S. 
Payne, two of our avowed enemies, came in. We went on with 
our work as if they were not present, except we could tell that 
the Spirit was displeased by them being there, and doubtless 
some messages were given that would not have been given had 
they not been present. 

For instance, the Holy Ghost plainly referred us to 2 
Peter, 2nd chapter, from which the Islands overseer gave a 
wonderful message, and made it clear that we did not want to 
be bothered with false teachers, but our object was to save souls. 
After the service closed I shook hands with them as I went out 
and passed a few words with them. Poor Bro. Padgett looked 
awful. How my heart pitied him. He did not come back to 
the afternoon service, but Bro. Payne came back with two or 
three of his crowd. For about two hours the power fell and 
the Holy Ghost demonstrated so wonderfully until we could 
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not get started in the program till 4 o‘clock. It was told after- 
ward that Bro. Payne had boasted that he was going to take a 
chance to speak against me, but anyhow, the Holy Ghost kept 
him from his purpose and he left about 4. O, the demonstra- 
tions were wonderful and a description is out of the question. 
Almost every saint in the house, probably every one, was used 
in the drama in some manner. Of course I had my part, yet not 
so much as others. The night service was fine. We finished up 
the program and closed a little before eleven. 

Bro. Stanley Ferguson, overseer, has displayed an ability 
in directing the convention far above what I thought he haa. 
Surely God ancinted him for the position and service. All the 
saints are fine, and those on the program filled their places 
with high honors. 

After service last night a letter was handed to me fron 
Bro. Payne, which read as follows: ‘Nassau, N. P., April 7 
1924. Mr. A. J. Tomlinson: Since the people here are in th 
dark as to the trouble existing between us, will you do me th 
favor to allow me the privilege of explaining matters to them 
as I see it. Let us give them both sides of this matter so they 
can decide for themselves. Please give me a written reply to this 
note. T. S. Payne’ 

By such a note as this one would conclude he either thinks 
I am a fool or crazy. But this alone has lowered him in my 
estimation of him more than a thousand per cent, and by such 
I conclude he is not worthy of an answer or notice until he 
repents of his wickedness. He has sent twice already this morn- 
ing for an answer, but each time I have replied, ‘‘No answer.” 

These precious people got his side of this smutty question 
through their black degraded literature, and went down before 
God, and God gave them the revelation that they (10 elders) 
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were wrong, and for them to stick to A. J. Tomlinson. This 
they have done, and for this vile man to even attempt to inject 
poison into precious innocent souls is nothing less than a henious 
crime, when they are living happy, victorious lives, and their 
ambition now is to work for the salvation of souls. 

I have a righteous indignation against a man that would 
have the gall and brass to even attempt such a thing. These 
people on this island are a fine, intelligent people, and) have 
blessed Christian experience, and for an American to come over 
here, and throw off on them like that is too much. Poor old 
Bro. Padgett has been overseer of the Islands for several yeats, 
but now because he stood out against me in this revolution the 
Islanders have thrust him aside. They are loyal, while he has 
rebelled against the right, and thus he has lost his standing 
with them, and he is the cause of it and will have to suffer 
for it. 

He promised allegiance to me just before the final break 
came, and then turned traitor, or sold himself to the ten rebel- 
lious elders. I am through with him until he repents. Poor 
fellow, how I love him yet, but he is out my reach at present. 
I have two more services with the loved ones before I leave 
Friday. I want them to be blessed services. 

Apr. 3, (1924) 11 P. M. Tonight was my last service. 
Great time again. It was stated that about thirty souls have been 
saved, and 18 additions to the church. This is fine for a week. 
I have been told that Bro. Payne has been slandering me in his 
meetings until even the sinners are disgusted. They said there 
were only five in his first service, and only a few any time. 
While he was speaking evil of me I was happy in getting souls 
to God. I am to take the boat for America tomorrow, but our 
people are so settled and established that nothing can move 
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them from their steadfastness. 

Apr. 5, 1924. I arrived in Miami this morning. T. S. 
Payne came on the same boat with me, and, not surprised, we 
Were given the same state room on the boat as the Lord had 
showed me. He went to bed before I did, and got up and got 
out before I did, and we talked but little. 

Apr. 30, 1924. I did not get to write up the Sunday 
meeting, and have not written until now. The Sunday meeting 
at Miami was wonderful. I gave a Sunday School talk in the 
morning, preached at the mid-day service, which lasted till 
about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, and at night again. Both 
services beggar description. The power fell upon probably 50 
or 100 at a time. The attendance was immense. I left Miam1 
that night about 12:50 for home to prepare for our court trial. 

On April 14 our case for contempt was heard. Brothers 
Hughes and Lawson were both exonerated, and the court fined 
me one cent, on account of some point of law about the paper 
(White Wing Messenger). The other case was tried Tuesday 
and Wednesday. The trial was only a preliminary hearing, but 
we were given more liberty. The court records will tell, it is 
also in the White Wing of May 3 (1924). The court gave 
as his opinion, besides his decree, that I was not guilty of the 
charges contained in the bill against me. The next hearing of 
the case will probably not come up till next October, but the 
depositions will have to be prepared, which will take much time 
from my conventions and meetings, of which I am sorry. 


(Editorial Note) After taking from A. J. Tomlinson 
everything he had in the world, they were not content. They 
had entered this lawsuit to take away from him the privilege 
of calling the church ““The Church of God.’’ Desiring to be 
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subject to the duly accredited government officials A. J. Tom- 
linson sought now to comply as best the church could, until 
such time as the Chancellor could have full opportunity to 
study the case. It was impossible to fully comply, for every 
minister in the world sincerely feels his church is the church of 
God. Yet such a one as Stanley Ferguson stood in the pulpit 
and called it ‘“The Church of what you’re thinking about,”’ 
and it had a force of astonishment. Until the court had time 
to consider of this matter A. J. Tomlinson exercised all due 
consideration. But the day came, let it be noted for the record, 
that he stood before the Assembly and before the whole world 
and refused to abide by such court decision as definitely as did 
Peter and John, who refused to cease speaking in the name of 
Jesus when they were ordered to. And neither he nor any of 
the ministers throughout the world gave further consideration 
to it. F. J. Lee, J. S. Llewellyn, and their successors cited them 
before the court repeatedly, but they continued on just the same. 

‘In answering the injunction and lawsuit that had been 
started by the ten elders, A. J. Tomlinson made application for 
all the property to revert to him, pointing out that they had 
left the doctrine and practices of he church. This would come 
to the Supreme Court of the State of Tennessee for decision. 
It should be noted, however, that A. J. Tomlinson did not 
start any of this, either the trouble, or the court case, but it 
was started by J. S. Llewellyn, F. J. Lee, and the ten elders, 
yet they persistently spread the word that A. J. Tomlinson 
started the lawsuit, adding that much more shame to the record 
of their acts. He had just gone on, left them everything, feeling 
strength to keep the doctrine, and the favor of the Lord. A. J. 
Tomlinson had not asked for a single piece of property, taking 
the Faithful Standard only because J. S. Llewellyn would not 
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Oct. 13, 1924. Well, here I am several months behind 
again with my writing. In looking over my notes I find I 
arrived home from Lynchburg on June 18, then on the 24th 
I started for Emlenton, Pa., above Pittsburgh. Then on Juiy 
Z I made for New York City to see Homer on some business. 
I was called home before I was ready on account of that lawsuit 
Llewellyn and Lee started against me. 

I came home July 6. Since that time I have had to remain 
at home constantly except going to Chattanooga several times 
on that court business. Our opposers took depositions of 16 
witnesses. Then we recessed for our Assembly, Sept. 10-16. 
This was a wonderful event in history. The minutes and arti- 
cles in the White Wing Messenger give a description of that 
great meeting. 

Then followed the taking of depositions of six of our 
witnesses. Then we recessed again till Nov. 6, when we were 
to commence again. I have had to spend several days in Chat- 
tanooga since that time, and will probably have to go back 
some more yet. My notes show that I have travelled 13,719 
miles since Jan. 1, 1924. Would have covered several thousand 
more if this lawsuit had not hindered. 

Jan. 14, 1925 (Cleveland, Tenn.) Many things have 
transpired since last writing. We finished taking our depo- 
sitions (in the lawsuit) on the 17th of December, 1924. 
1. Homer A. Tomlinson, 2. C. T. Anderson, 3. W. E. Rodgers, 
4. H. A. Pressgrove, 5. S. O. Gillaspie, 6. Mrs. Shepherd Tay- 
lor, 7. C. H. Randall, 8. Guy Marlow, 9. J. O. Hamilton, 
10. W. M. Lowman, 11. J. P. Hughes, 12. Geo. T.Brouayer, 
13. C. C. McGowan, 14. A. J. Lawson, 15. H. R. Clark, 
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16. Iris M. Evans, 17. C. W. Harle, 18. A. D. Evans, 19. 
A. J. Tomlinson. 

I was on the witness stand Dec. 1 to 17, but counting 
off the recesses and Sundays, I was on about eleven full days. 
Recessed till Jan. 20, when they are to take their rebuttal proof. 
(Ed. Note: All this procedure was in the general Court Room 
of the Bradley County Court house, Cleveland, Tenn., open 
to the public, and often with the court room overcrowded.) 

Mar. 4, 1925. Here I come again after some delay. The 
rebuttal proof (in the Elders lawsuit) referred to above was 
put before the court commencing Feb. 9th, and continued for 
two full weeks. It was concluded Feb. 21. The judge took 
it off with him, and up to this date no report from him has 
been received. I have been busy with my office work, writing 
letters, articles, etc. Lillie (Duggar) is still doing my steno- 
graphic work. I am still superintendent of the Sunday School. 
We have an attendance as high as 264 and 274, 20 teachers. I 
preached the funeral yesterday of Mrs. Laura Miller. I am 
planning to start for the Bahamas for a convention day after 
tomorrow, Mar. 6. 

May 4, 1925 (Cleveland, Tenn.) I am now at home. I 
left Okeechobee Apr. 13, and went over to Tampa. I preached 
6 times at Okeechobee. At Tampa I met W. R. Sexton, and 
was with him two days. Preached twice in a tent with lots 
of victory. 

On Apr. 16 I received a wire message to come home im- 
mediately on account of that lawsuit. I was intending to make 
some other places in Florida and Georgia, but instead I came 
home and found the court had decided the case in a way we 
could not accept, so the next thing was to appeal the case to 
the higher court. This was done in the face of threats and inti- 


52 


THE 29-YEAR COURT ACTION 


midations by our opposers, and thrusts at us through one of the 
town newspapers. 

One of their plots to intimidate was wrought through 
the Bank against Bro. Lawson. He owed some notes and secu- 
rities which amounted to more than $5000, and the bank 
threatened to close him out if we appealed the case. We rallied 
to the support of Bro. Lawson and appealed anyway, and I 
believe we will save Brother Lawson, too. The court records 
will show the court’s opinion and our appeal. 

Our Sunday School is still fine, 245 yesterday, 257 the 
Sunday before. I am still Superintendent, act when I am here. 
I had charge of the meetings two Sundays, and one week night. 
Preached 5 times. I expect to leave this week for a tour of 
several states. This to tell of later. 


(Editorial Note) The decision of the court was that the 
Ten Elders had title to the property, and exclusive right to the 
name ““The Church of God,” and that A. J. Tomlinson and 
his company must call themselves the ‘“Tomlinson Church of 
God.’”’ The decision also completely exonerated A. J. Tomlin- 
son on charges of defaulting on an alleged $14,000.00, stating 
that no evidence had been submitted to support such claim. 
The Ten Elders, moreover, had asked the court to require A. J. 
Tomlinson to‘pay all outstanding indebtedness against the 
headquarters properties at Cleveland at the time they cast him 
out of the offices, amounting to $45,000.00. This the court 
rejected, counting it a proper charge against the $600,000.00 
properties there in Cleveland of which the ten elders had posses- 
sion, and imposing the payment of this amount upon them. 

It should be recalled that this suit against A. J. Tomlinson 
had been started by the Ten Elders, led by J. S. Llewellyn 
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and F. J. Lee, and for only one thing—to ask the court! to 
forbid A. J. Tomlinson using the name, ‘““The Church of God,” 
without using the name Tomlinson with it. Without waiting 
for the details, which will come in due course, a notation should 
be made here that the Court of Appeals reversed this decision, 


a little later, exonerating A. J. Tomlinson and awarding the 
property to him. 


Aug. 18, 1926. In the meeting here at Cleveland that 
closed last Sunday night there were several that found the Lord, 
and I preached 18 sermons. The lawsuit was settled in our 
favor, which exonerated me fully from embezzlement, and gave 
us the name, Church of God, property, and all, but the final 
settlement has not been made yet. May be two or three months 
yet before we get possession of the property. 


(Editorial Note) The Supreme Court decision later con- 
firmed the decision rendered in the first instance. 

J. S. Llewellyn and F. J. Lee, and all the ten elders were 
about twenty years younger than A. J. Tomlinson. As soon 
as they got their hands on the church funds they all blossomed 
out with new and larger automobiles, began to wear finest 
broadcloth. Some became personally rich. ’ 

A. J. Tomlinson made these tremendous journeys, taxing 
his strength, never in his life even taking a pullman berth, 
eating so modestly when on the trips that he would lose much 
weight on every long journey. For meals en route he most fre- 
quently managed on a meal of a piece of pie with ice cream, 
varying this with bread and milk, or bread and butter, often 
only twice a day. He felt every cent should go into the work of 
God. His enemies had all the hundreds of thousands of dollars 
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at their command, that had been available to him, and which 
he used to the uttermost, straining every farthing, to hasten 
the work. Now he had nothing, and those fellows taking his 
own money and labor and using it against him. But their end 
was already in sight. Soon J. S. Llewellyn, who led the whole 
thing, would himself be cast out, then losing all he had, and 
he had been rich, would be taken by fearful disease, and plead- 
ing with A. J. Tomlinson over and over again for forgiveness. 
W. M. Letsinger, their treasurer committed suicide. F. J. Lee 
had been a tool for J. S. Llewellyn. He would mercifully die. 
It wouldn’t be long. This was a labor for the anointed of the 
Lord, not for just anyone who saw it as big business and could 
get possession of it by wire-working. J. B. Ellis, who boasted 
he could “‘see’’ the shortages in A. J. Tomlinson’s accounts lost 
the sight of both eyes, disease making it necessary to remove the 
eyeballs. M. S. Lemons apologized publicly, before the General 
Assembly, asked forgiveness, consented that God was with A. J. 
Tomlinson, yet lives though not able to see for many years. 

The record will show that in the first twenty years of 
The Church of God M. S. Lemons, together with W. F. 
Bryant, and their families were chief helpers of A. J. Tomlin- 
son, the wives of all three sharing nobly in the burdens, te- 
joicing in the victories. 


DIARY OF A. J. TOMLINSON 
Chapter VI 


Builds a Far Greater Church 


Dec. 31, 1926. Closing up this year. Traveled 15,916 
miles, in about thirty states, on sea and islands. Attended about 
twenty-five conventions, besides preached at a number of places 
extra between times. Preached a number of funerals, officiated 
at several marriages. I consider it the greatest year of my life. 
I made the most vigorous campaign of my life, all for the Lord 
and His Church. Delivered from one to five discourses a day, 
except when I was traveling. Was away from home almost 
constantly till time for the Assembly. Since then I have kept 
at home close, except to Chattanooga attending to the court 
and for a few meetings. Closing this book, I go to a new one. 


(Editorial Note) The end of 1926 found A. J. Tomlin- 
son winning in the great revolution in the church, which had 
started in 1923 when J. S. Llewellyn had succeded in casting 
A. J. Tomlinson out, and putting himself in as the leader of 
the church of God. This was more evident in the growth of 
the General Assemblies in interest, and in numbers. 

Only two of the elders had stood with A. J. Tomlinson, 
S. O. Gillaspie and Geo. T. Brouayer, but with that nucleas, 
moving swiftly over the nation he had already reestablished the 
church solidly in half of the States a second time. He had 
appointed new overseers, the first being his own son Homer 
over the state of New York. For the most part they were on 
the average a little younger than the ones he had appointed 
before. 

In establishing the church for the first twenty years he 
had led all in revivals, establishing churches wherever he went. 
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In this second part was really to get under way a far more 
clearly defined order and plan for building up the church swift- 
ly, with more emphasis upon the General Assembly, State Con- 
ventions and District Conventions, giving still great responsi- 
bility to such overseers to carry forward the work in their 
several places of responsibility. 

Moreover, the organizations which were growing up in 
the movement, though they had withdrawn from A. J. Tom- 
linson’s overseership, were watching him and following his 
example for organization and government in all parts of the 
world. Even the Ten Elders who had taken all that he had, 
and were now trying to take the name also, found themselves 
bogged down for clear vision, and adopted several innovations 
A. J. Tomlinson first introduced. Though he did not hold 
the title of General Overseer of all the churches throughout 
the world, yet so truly did all pattern organization, procedure 
and activity upon his leadership and vision no one could deny 
his leadership. 

We come now to a new phase in the great work. It isn’t 
defense any more. This is the beginning of one of the mightiest 
testimonies in the history of religion, vastly greater than the 
first twenty years had been. Here was a leadership that by 
1942 would take the voice of A. J. Tomlinson around the 
world, and in that year and 1943, displace even that of the 
Pope of Rome and in all languages, and by providences of 
- startling wonder, and leading up to the mightiest gatherings 
of people in the history of the church since Bible times. 

The first mighty labor, of which A. J. Tomlinson wrote 
in great detail, was in the revivals, 1903 to 1915, and followed 
by seven years of leadership from his world headquarters at 
Cleveland, Tenn., in which he did not travel very much, but 
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his leadership encircled the earth and set the pace for mighty 
labors of all churches, in revivals. 

Up to 1923 there had scarcely been time for him to set 
the increase of government and peace in force. From 1923 to 
1936 he would set forth on the mightiest gathering together 
yet seen, in district conventions, state convenions and General 
Assembly. Then for seven years, from a re-established head- 
quarters right there in Cleveland, Tenn., his voice would reach 
all the world for the bringing together of the nations. In this 
meaning he would work especially through his son Homer in 
New York. 

Gradually A. J. Tomlinson’s work at headquarters had 
increased and now he needed more room at Cleveland. A second 
time he had inaugurated the work in his own home, at 2525 
Gaut St., Cleveland, Tenn. His daughter, Iris M. Evans, and 
her husband, Avery D. Evans, had stood with A. J. Tomlinson 
through these difficult years, and A. D. Evans had been selected 
as business manager and assistant publisher of the White Wing 
Messenger, which had taken the place of the Church of God 
Evangel. In A. D. Evans’ leadership, and with funds advanced 
by Homer, A. J. Lawson and himself, a new office was built 
opposite the Assembly Tabernacle, and soon the publishing 
house would bring out Sunday School literature and provide 
the many needs of a church publishing house activity, Bibles, 
song books, and a vast distribution of tracts. Also reinstated 
the Bible Correspondence School, which had been prepared by 
Homer, and which was continued by the Elders church also. 


June 14, 1927. My work in the office has prevented my 
going to any of the conventions in the different states, but word 
comes of great meetings and wonderful conventions. My time 
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is full every day. The Church is growing. God is honoring 
our efforts and giving great revivals all over. The local church 
here at Cleveland, of which I have charge, is on fire and pro- 
gressing nicely. The case in court not heard from any more. 
Preached at Ridgedale (Chattanooga) May 29, homecoming 
day. Fifteen more sermons. 

July 30, 1927. About the same routine has continued 
since last writing, except an increase in the revival spirit in the 
local church here. God is wonderfully with us. Meetings about 
five times a week and sometimes more. Office work keeps me 
busy as usual. 

The Supreme Court handed down its opinion July 15, 
_ which reversed the Court of Appeals, and confirmed the opinion 
of the lower court. Our attorneys discovered some errors and 
asked the court for time to prepare a petition for a new hearing, 
and the court gave us until Aug. 22. It may be turned around 
yet, but if not they will have a hard time stopping us. We have 
the Church of God regardless of court opinions and we cannot 
give it up. We are conscientious in it, and sometime I believe 
the authorities will discover this point. 

Friends in many places are writing me that I can count on 
them to stand by me in whatever course I pursue in the matter. 
18 more sermons, and O, how God has been anointing me for 
the services. The Lord seems to be increasing my zeal, courage 
and fire. A few little sick spells have been affecting me, but 
as soon as I am up again away I go. I feel like running into 
the fight against sin and all opposing forces. 

Sept. 17, 1927. The Assembly is over. I am not rested 
up yet since the great strain. It was a great meeting. The 
wonder to me now is how I held up under the strain, but I 
did. I give God the praise for holding me up. The Assembly 
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records will tell the story except none will be able to tell it 
all. 

I was in my place as chairman at every session. I think 
it took me about two and a half hours to deliver the Annual 
Address, and I did it with all my might, and made it very 
impressive. My voice held up remarkably well all the way 
through, also my body. I came home for a few moments to be 
alone noon and evening. 

It seems I was never anointed quite so much for any 
Assembly in the past. I was a marvel to myself as well as 
others. Met every question, heard the stories of many, was 
courteous to all. Many testified, and some under the power of 
the Holy Spirit, that I was the anointed of the Lord for the 
position. Large attendance from many states. Thousands on 
the grounds every night. 

Dec. 1, 1927. I have never fully recovered from the cold 
mentioned above. It does not make me feel very bad, but is a 
bother to cough and blow so much. Have made a few trips to 
Chattanooga, don’t know how much more, about the lawsuit, 
but we are going right on with the Church of God. 

Quite recently J. P. Hughes, who fought with us so brave- 
ly for 2 years, turned turtle and went over with the Lee people. 
He has been giving us more or less trouble for the last two 
years. We feel relieved. A few others have dropped out since 
the decision against us, but the large mass of our people are as 
true as steel. | 

The church work generally is progressing nicely, and God 
is giving revivals in many places. The decision put about 
$45,000 debt for them to settle, and our cost is not quite 
$2,000. They have to pay the $17,000 that they undertook 
to make me pay, and accused me of stealing. They also failed 
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to prove me guilty of stealing the $14,000 they charged against 
me. So we have won quite a victory after all. 

I feel it very unjust, however, for them to hold the records 
I made before lots of them ever knew anything about the 
church, and some of the property I worked so hard to secure 
before any of them were with us. But God gives me grace. 
and I have thousands of good friends that are sticking with me. 

Sept. 19, 1928. Just closed the most wonderful Assembly 
of all we have ever had last night shortly after midnight with 
probably 1500 in attendance at that late hour. I will not 
attempt to describe it here. The big program on file, the min- 
utes, the White Wing Messenger on file will give a slight des- 
cription. But it was wonderful, and my part in it was only 
played by the anointing for service. I guided the Assembly the 
whole way through, married 2 couples publicly, and one pri- 
vately, during the time of it. I married Milton and Ina Mae 
(Turner) last night before a packed house of probably 3,000 
people. Homer and Marie and the children were here for the 
Assembly from New York. O, we had a wonderful time. Have 
spent this day in attending to the people at the office and 
otherwise. I am terribly sleepy and worn out over the strain. 


(Editorial Note) Each year the General Assembly had 
grown in interest; the crowds overflowing the great tabernacle, 
and which itself was being enlarged yearly. The work was 
growing in favor with God and man. 

Starting over again Homer had entered in with his father 
in every opportunity for the furtherance of the work. He 
visited the offices of the Chattanooga Daily Times, and of the 
Chattanooga News (now News-Free Press) in an appeal to 
them to give news of the General Assembly and of the activities 
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of the Church of God in a favorable light. They had frequent- 
ly caricatured the movement by calling the adherents ‘Holy 
Rollers,” and front-paged stories of the services in a way that 
brought sorrow to the many communicants. In addition, du- 
ring the time when J. S. Llewellyn and F. J. Lee brought their 
sensational charges against A. J. Tomlinson such became front- 
page news, bringing great reproach upon the church of God. 

Homer was at this time in a very active advertising busi- 
ness in New York, and turned hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of advertising lineage to the New, York Times, and 
was personally known to the Ochs Family, who first owned 
the Chattanooga Daily Times, and later bought the New York 
Times. On the basis of this acquaintance Homer was able to 
secure fullest cooperation of the Chattanooga Daily Times. 

George Fort Milton, Jr., had now come into the ownership 
and was editor of the Chattanooga News, the evening paper, 
his distinguished father, also President of the Hamilton National 
Bank, of Chattanooga, having died and bequeathed this great 
heritage to his son. The son, George Fort Milton, Jr., and 
Homer had been fellow students and cadet officers in the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee. Homer paid him a visit, and found him 
completely ready, with this full acquaintance and assurance, to 
offer lively cooperation. 

In addition Homer prepared news in a form that they 
found usable, and the support of these two newspapers, togeth- 
er with the support given by the Cleveland newspapers were 
of inestimable service in helping to gather multitudes for the 
Assembly. So great was the interest taken by the press, both 
of Chattanooga and the whole nation that a special platform 
was prepared for them at the heart of the scene, and just beneath 
the vast platform that would accommodate some 2000 at a 
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time. This press box sometimes held as many as a score or 
more reporters and photographers. 

Homer had also served his father and the work of the 
church in planning for the ways and means of furthering the 
financial department for the support of the work in general, 
and as Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee had led 
in the Assembly approval for great steps in this direction. This 
being well established, he inaugurated the missionary program 
of the church, bringing forth the establishment of the Women’s 
Missionary Band, the Victory Leaders Band for the Young 
People, and giving the Assembly Band movement a task in 
gathering the Emergency Fund. In the 1928 Assembly A. J. 
Tomlinson, in a prophetic fervor gathered the whole church 
about him to set these great activities in motion. 

In these activities also other groups throughout the nation, 
though they had separated from him, followed eagerly in his 
example. By 1953 it can be said that the missionary funds of 
these movements are together yearly in excess of any other 
single denomination in America, amounting to many, many 
millions of dollars. A. J. Tomlinson commended it all in his 
expression ‘“The Big Business Program,’’ meaning in no sense 
to put the church of God in business, but wholly to goals of 
great things for God. 

Homer led in the building of a great church in New York, 
which cost $100,000, and his own church led in the missionary 
funds in the church for many years, sometimes giving as much 
or more than all the rest put together. At last the spirit of 
missions caught on, and millions of dollars were realized for 
missions. He gave up his business altogether in 1928, giving 
his whole time to the work, fulfilling a promise he had given 
his father when he left for the University of Tennessee, that 
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he would go out and do business in the big cities, and all that 
he had or did he would bring it for the benefit of the Church 
of God. He made that pledge to his father and mother, and in 
the very bedchamber where both his father and mother were 
in full years to fall asleep until the day of resurrection. 

It were idle to consider this second portion, 1923 to 1943, 
without considering the father and son working together, as we 
shall see, moving along with the diary swiftly through the 
remaining years. 


Dec. 3, 1928. I might note here that F. J. Lee, who has 
been one strong foe, working against me, died near the first of 
November, probably the last of October. His death has had a 
tendency to demoralize the forces which have been so hard 
against me, and many seem to be trying to become friendly 
with me, and seem to begin to see that they have been de- 
ceived. Our church work is progressing fine and the people 
seem to be a blaze of spiritual fire almost everywhere. 


(Editorial Note) F. J. Lee had been named by the Ten 
Elders, of which he was one, to be General Overseer of the 
church, after the debacle of 1923, in the place of A. J. Tomlin- 
son. Homer and others, who had fullest knowledge of the 
matter, were sure he was but a tool in the hand of J. S. Llewel- 
lyn. He took sick and died in his home on the block opposite 
to that of A. J. Tomlinson, and some who were present with 
him during his last sickness say that his suffering was intense, 
and that he besought those about him to let A. J. Tomlinson 
come to him, but these forces, still led by J. S. Llewellyn, 
refused that request. 

F. J. Lee was a leader, and a worthy one, in the Baptist 


64 


BUILDS A FAR GREATER CHURCH 


church of Cleveland, Tenn. In 1908, while sitting in the con- 
gregation he had fallen from his seat in the great revival led by 
A. J. Tomlinson, and had received the Holy Ghost. He was 
a skilled workman, a pattern maker in the Hardwick Stove 
works, one of the largest in the South. In less than a year, so 
great was the favor of the Lord upon F. J. Lee, A. J. Tomlin- 
son was taking him with him for vast camp meetings. Espe- 
cially was he gifted in praying for the sick. Miracles upon mira- 
cles were wrought through hini. The $2,000,000.00 Lee Col- 
lege, Cleveland, founded by A. J. Tomlinson, is named for 
F. J. Lee. 
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Climax of Ministry 
The Church of God Triumphant 


For the years 1929 to 1935 A. J. Tomlinson kept a run- 
ning fire diary of his journeys to nearly every state yearly for 
conventions, with records of yearly journeys to the Bahamas. 
(During 1926 he visited many Carribean islands as far South 
as Barbados). Despite amazing depression which struck the 
whole world, he built a World-headquarters office building, 
and increased the size of the Central Avenue, Cleveland, General 
Assembly Building. 

The All-Nations Church of God flag he conceived in 1923 
while visiting with Homer in New York, was adopted Sept. 16, 
1933, in the General Assembly. State conventions, district con- 
ventions, became great. The Annual General Assembly being 
held yearly in the early part of September, at Cleveland, became 
one of the most largely attended events in the history of Chris- 
tianity. With Annual Missionary Conferences with Homer in 
New York, thousands of native born were returning to their 
own lands with the message. In 1934, when all churches were 
bringing home missionaries for lack of funds, more than 600 
of one church returning on a single ship, A. J. Tomlinson 
led a parade of 42 automobiles and busses down Fifth Avenue, 
was received by the Mayor, sending off seventeen missionaries 
from Homer’s Jamaica Tabernacle in a single day. 


Feb. 2, 1935. We are now over in another year. Took 
a trip to Chicago for a convention among foreigners, Dec. 
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27-30. Came home. Have had some cold weather. { am now 
getting ready to start on another convention trip to Fla. and 
Bahamas. Will probably start the 6th, be gone about three 
weeks. 

Mar. 4, 1935. Arrived home from this trip one week 
ago today. Made another trip since then to Greenville, S. C., 
just got back again today. Having great times in my convention 
work. Will be going again day after tomorrow. Will expect 
to cover ten conventions on this trip and be back about the 
first of April. 

Apr. 15, 1935. I am just home from the Georgia con- 
vention. Before Ga., was Ala. The trip of ten conventions 
mentioned above was covered. That trip put me in three states 
that I was never in before. I have now been in all the states, 
but Vermont and Nevada. The conventions are wonderful. 
Georgia convention raised $1076.50 missionary offering. I 
brought home with me the half of it to turn over to A. J. 
Lawson, Treasurer. The church work is still growing and 
progressing. 

Aug. 26. I find I have written nothing here for many 
months. I have been so busy running hither and thither that 
these pages have been totally neglected. I have attended and 
worked in forty-three conventions this year. I finished in 
Pennsylvania the fourth of August and arrived home on the 
evening of the 5th. I went right to work to get ready for the 
Assembly. I still work day and night. 

The repair work on the big tabernacle has been carried 
on all summer by Avery in my absence, and it is not near done 
yet, ready for the Assembly. The capacity is about double. 
We expect to get it done next week, and then the next 
week is the Assembly. 
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I delivered 319 messages, and traveled 35,594 miles the 
past year. No, I have not been idle. I have been home very 
little, and was not able to keep up my work in the office. 


Jan. 12, 1936. Day before yesterday the sheriff placed 
me under arrest again. This was instigated by the same people 
that have had me in court for about twelve years. The sheriff 
would not place me under arrest until he got a ($4,000.00) 
bond made so he would not have to take me to his office. 

Ever since my last writing I have been covered up with 
work in the office. The work is increasing all the time. I have 
two secretaries and then can’t keep up. I work from early 
morning till late at night. I arise of a morning a few minutes 
after five, and work till late at night. Scarcely ever retire till 
ten-thirty or eleven. 


Apr. 19, 1936. The 13th of this month they had me 
before the court for contempt. The accusers accused me. I then 
made my defense in about a thirty minutes speech. The accusers 
then accused me again, and the court waited until nine o'clock 
next morning to pass the sentence. It was a fine of $50.00. 

I told the court of our work, and how we had grown up 
from a little handfull since February 1923 to around 50,000 
with all the oppositions through the court. I thanked him for 
his assistance through the years, and told him as Jesus told 
Pilate, that he could have no power over me except it were given 
him from above, and whatever he decided I would consider it 
for my good, and the good of the church. I told him that we 
could do nothing else and be nothing else than the Church of 
God to fulfill prophecy, and that I was forced to do what I 
was doing and would accept the penalty rather than give up 
and quit. I told him that we had to go on. 
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The Greatest General Assembly 


September, 1936 


Oct. 26, 1936. The Assembly came and went. What 
great things happened are on record. Since that time I have 
been exceedingly busy preparing the minutes and keeping up 
the office work and getting the work in order so it can continue 
another year. Had many problems to master, and some that 
are not mastered yet, but working hard at it. 


(Editorial Note) In many ways the 1936 General Assem- 
bly was the very apex in the ministry of A. J. Tomlinson. 
Especially would this be true in his ministry to the church, and 
at the age of seventy—exactly three score years and ten. He 
presided in a very climax of spiritual and physical strength. 
The Women’s Missionary Bands, the Victory Leaders Band 
(Young People), the Assembly Bands, were in wonderful 
working order, and the demonstrations enacted both within 
and without the vast tabernacle were a marvel and wonder, 
to all. 

The bands and groups led by their respective secretaries 
were showing in great excellence, in spirituality, humility and 
sincerety, and with wonderful offerings to carry forward the 
work. Homer had asked President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
to attend this General Assembly, but had received the usual 
reply that he was grateful for the invitation, but that owing to 
pressure of duties he would not be able to accept. 

A month before the Assembly, however, the President had 
called Homer, in Queens Village, New York, from his Hyde 
Park home, asking over the telephone if the invitation to attend 
still stood, as he would like to attend. He stated that he would 
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be in those parts about that time for the dedication of the 
Norris Dam, near Knoxville, and would attend if Homer and 
Secretary McIntire could fix it up so that he could attend with- 
out obligating him to attend all church conventions. The Pre- 
sident did not attend, but he did come near by and he and his 
entourage went directly to the area which would soon be called 
“Fields of the Wood,’”’ and where the church began to rise in 
1903. He went there to inspect the site of the Hiwassee Dam 
and other great works of the Tennessee Valley Authority sur- 
rounding this area. It seemed a notable co-incidence, that the 
very headwaters for the greatest electrical power development 
should be found right about the place where the Power of the 
Holy Ghost first fell in abundance. Moreover, there is a wide 
sentiment over the earth that the Tennessee Valley plan may be 
the pattern for bringing peace and plenty in the whole earth. 

President Roosevelt did send a message to A. J. Tomlin- 
son, however, in very great meaning. It was received in fulfill- 
ment of the prophecy, “Kings Shall Come to the Brightness of 
Thy Rising,’”’ which A. J. Tomlinson had used for the church, 
being a part of the ‘‘Arise, Shine,’’ of Isaiah 60th. 

There had been another event of tremendous significance. 
Rev. Francisco Olazabal, Mexican, from Mexico, had been the 
leader of the Methodist church for Mexicans both in old Mexico 
and in the United States. He had been ordained by Bishop 
Leonard of the Methodist Church. After he received the Holy 
Ghost he had had to give up his Methodist ministry, starting 
over again. He started with only his family, and 9c in his 
pocket, in Los Angeles in 1924. Coming to minister among 
the Latin Americans in New York he and Homer had fallen in 
together in 1930. They became so closely attached in the work 
that Brother Olazabal moved his headquarters to New York, 
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and made his home and headquarters right beside Homer in 
Jamaica, N. Y. A hundred thousand people were saved, almost 
wholly among the Latin-Americans, in the ministry of Fran- 
cisco Olazabal. 

As with most of the foreign groups, when they received 
strength they wished to go along separate from the English 
speaking, he had conducted his work independently. Yet the 
teachings and practices were the same as first enunciated by the 
Church of God. By 1936 Bro. Olazabal had a church with 
more than fifty thousand members in the United States alone. 
In Mexico City the largest church was one established through 
his great ministry, with more than four thousand members. 

Aug. 13, 1936, Homer conducted the first All-Nations 
meetings in Bethel, Bro. Olazabal’s church. About two thou- 
sand people were present, of thirty-two nations. Rev. Olazabal 
called the roll for Spanish-speaking nations, Homer for all 
the others. 

Following this Bro. Olazabal and Homer were more close- 
ly knit than ever, and he felt constrained to unite his entire 
church with the Church of God. He came to the General Assem- 
bly presented himself for membership, and gave into the care 
of the Church of God, in the presence of all, his entire com- 
pany. The Christian Herald published a notable feature as its 
leading article regarding this great man, in the August issue 
of that year. 

The recognition accorded the General Assembly haven 
out the nation by the providence of President’s Roosevelt’s 
interest and salutation and visit nearby, and this epochal step 
of the “Great Aztec,’’ as Bro. Olazabal was called in the Chris- 
tian Herald, by the press of the nation was of tremendous 
influence. ‘“Time Magazine,” the news-weekly, from their own 


71 


DIARY OF A. J. TOMLINSON 


reporter present, headed their story by saying that ‘Francisco 
Olazabal dropped a membership of 50,000 in the lap of Bishop 
A. J. Tomlinson, General Overseer of the Church of God.” 

More than thirty news reporters and news photographers 
were in the press box prepared for them. The editor 
of the Chattanooga Daily Times, at that time a feature writer, 
came to stay a couple of hours on his way for a vacation in the 
mountains, and stayed the whole week, filing stories and pic- 
tures, which, through the Associated Press, reached the whole 
nation. The Times and News of Chattanooga had to print 
thousands of extra copies for the Assembly, while the Cleveland 
Banner brought out a souvenir edition for the opening, and 
printed thousands extra daily. The souvenir edition was devo- 
ted wholly to the General Assembly, the delegates mailing thou- 
sands of copies of all the newspapers back home. 

_ The newspaper accounts were not just “‘speeches and reso- 
lutions, challenge and rich pageantry.’’ They were of thou- 
sands being prayed for for healing of the bodies, cripples throw- 
ing away their crutches, of joyous, throbbing bands, of singing 
delegations numbering thousands, swinging across the vast two- 
thousand capacity platform—of bands playing, of handker- 
chiefs waved in communion of praises. 

“The little people,’” Mynders called them, the ones whose 
names did not thumb in the index on. public questions, but 
were here united in worship of a zealousness never before 
seen. They wrote of the fact that there was no tobacco used, 
no strong drink, no bad language, and that they were the 
happiest large throng ever assembled in one place. They noted 
the preponderance of men among the delegations. 

The chief of police of Cleveland estimated the attendance 
on each of Saturday and Sunday as about sixty thousand, with 
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some less on other days. With careful checks each day, Homer 
estimated that one hundred and fifty thousand different people 
visited the grounds during the seven days of this Assembly. 

Travis Hedrick, writing for the Chattanooga Daily Times, 
Sept. 13, 1936, after the Sunday climax, and used by the 
Associated Press, called the Assembly ‘“‘second only to the 
Eucharistic Congress of the Roman Catholic Church.”’ This 
congress attracted 100,000 the following week in Cleveland, 
Ohio. The difference was great, however, in such a gathering, 
for the congress was held in another Cleveland, Ohio, with a 
population of one million, while Cleveland, Tenn., had about 
7,000 population. 

There would be seven more amazing years in the ministry 
of A. J. Tomlinson, but 1936 takes its place as another dividing 
line in his ministry. He turned seventy-one on Sept. 22, after 
the close of the great Assembly. Only 21) attended the first 
Assembly, in 1906, in a little mountain cabin. At this Assem- 
bly all states and many nations were represented by delegations, 
seated in their places about the vast tabernacle. And that taber- 
nacle was the largest used only for church service, it is likely, 
of any tabernacle in the world. 

In the very peak and burning of his ministry, in the 1935 
and 1936 Assemblies, A. J. Tomlinson emphasized that ‘“The 
Church of God. must bring the Last Days’ Message to the 
World, which is, first of all, Peace on Earth.’’ Glimpsing his 
foreknowledge in _ this matter we quote from his Annual 
Addresses: 

In the 1935 Gener Assembly: ‘“There is surely some 
systematic method that can and will be put in operation that 
will make havoc of infidelity, atheism and communism, and 
win the participants therein for Christ and His Church. These 
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organizations are strong and powerful and well entrenched, 
but we know that our Christ has more power than all other 
forces combined. Everything and everybody must come under 
subjection to Him, and this is to be done before all nations. 
The exceeding greatness of such a movement that is to be so 
universally known, and have such far reaching effect, is almost 
beyond human imagination. But is is not merely imagination, 
it is contained in our Book (The Bible), which is God’s word 
to us, and there is no alternative but to accept it, and broaden 
our foundations, and enlarge our capacities and work to that 
end .... Solomon won the favor of Hiram and was admired 
by all the known world.” 

In the 1935 Assembly: ‘“The world shall be subjugated 
to our Christ. It shall be informed of our coming. The 
nations shall become weak and submissive. Resistance shall be 
taken away from them, and all shall walk under one govern- 
ment just as truly as the wild animals of the forest became tame 
and docile when the time was ripe for their entering into Noah’s 
new ship... . something will happen to change the minds of 
millions in a minute. God is going to make a short work in 
the last days .. . . why not think of reaching a million a 
day? ... at that rate the church would knock down the image, 
crush the life out of all false systems, and fill the earth in five 
years. We are not prepared for that rate of speed yet, but we 
are making mighty strides.”’ 


Fighting Death Face-to-Face 


Suffering a stroke leaving him unconscious several hours, 
Feb. 27, 1937, A. J. Tomlinson now had a new adversary, of 
the more importance, because from 1892, when he was saved, 
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he resolved never to turn to a physician, or to medicine, but 
would wholly trust the Lord for his body. This was his test, 
beginning in his 72nd year. He made only occasional and very 
brief entries in the Diary. Despite great weakness, of eyesight, 
of speech, of limb, and arm, and much suffering, he fairly 
forced himself to some of his tasks. 


Sept. 28, 1937. The Assembly has come and gone. For 
several weeks before the Assembly a dozen or fifteen of the 
brethren and sisters came to my house at 6:30 P. M., and 
prayed that God would make me able for the Assembly. He 
did so, and I got through the Assembly wonderfully well, 
but on Saturday after the Assembly closed Tuesday midnight, 
I collapsed. I was in a semi-conscious condition for three days. 
I came to the office yesterday and here again today, but not 
well for work as I would like to be. 


(Editorial Note) <A. J. Tomlinson presided at this 
Assembly in great weakness. Hindered in walking, hearing 
and speech, yet he had presided fourteen hours a day throughout 
the Assembly. He asked only one aid, and that was that Homer 
stay beside him all the time. 


Oct. 4, 1937.. I have missed Sunday School ever since 
the Assembly. I am back again in the office but I am not able 
to work as I should. I am having quite a fight of faith. I 
say, help me, Lord. 

Nov. 18. My legs have given way so I have not been 
able to walk to the office since Sept. 18. 

Jan. 8, 1938. I am still not well. I am feeling bad this 
morning. Looking forward to better days. Praise the Lord. 
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Jan. 24. I have been having spells. I got in a shape twice 
that I talked about dying. The last time there were several to 
help me pray. I waded into it with them and resisted death 
and I am still here. Sunday, the 16th of January, we had 
another big prayer for me. Homer was here for that prayer, 
having arrived from New York. I sent for him to come and 
help pray. Yesterday we had another powerful prayer headed 
by Roscoe Cannon. Homer left for New York on Friday eve- 
ning about seven. I am much better now. I am back in the 
office again after being out for ten or twelve days. Wife is 
pretty well and strong. 


(Editorial Note) A. J. Tomlinson summoned Homer 
by telegram, saying, “I AM FIGHTING DEATH FACE TO 
FACE. I KNOW IF YOU WILL COME AND ANOINT 
ME I WILL BE HEALED.” 

Toward the end of the visit he told Homer an amazing 
thing. Something that had hurt him deeply. He said that a 
group of the state overseers and some of his staff had met toge- 
ther, and had waited on him concerning a matter they felt was 
important. They said that in Jan. 1913, the Assembly had 
decided that if the General Overseer should die, or be incapacited 
for office, then the State Overseers should meet and select some- 
one to serve as General Overseer until the next Assembly, and 
then the General Assembly would select some one. 

“Do you know what I told them, when they told me 
that?” A. J. Tomlinson said. “I told them I was still alive, 
and that I was still General Overseer, and I sent for you to 
come and pray for me. I determined then to have the victory 
over this thing.’’ He also told Homer the names of five, and 
these were a part of the number that caused Homer to be “cast 
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out’ in 1943, rising up against the word of A. J. Tomlinson. 
While it took some time for him to regain strength, this 
had been the turning point, and he had no more such severe 
test. He soon drove by automobile throughout most states from 
coast-to-coast, continually increased in strength until taken to 
his bed two weeks before his death October 2, 1943, of a cold 
in the intestines induced by baptizing 40 in cold spring water 
at the Fields of the Wood. 


Sept. 24, 1938. I have had the Assembly and a birthday, 
73 years old. The Assembly was wonderful. Look at other 
records for description. I moderated every session for seven 
days. 17,270 registered attendance. Many more that did not 
register. I have been working in the office every day since the 
Assembly. Feeling very well. 

Apr. 25, 1939. Had a wonderful day yesterday in ceie- 
brating for our fiftieth wedding anniversary of our marriage, 
our Golden Wedding day. Around 150 guests registered and 
numerous letters and telegrams of congratulations. A large 
number of gifts were brought and sent to us. 

May 27, 1939. I started on a convention trip to Ariz., 
Calif., Ore., Idaho. Returned yesterday morning in fairly good 
health and apparently no worse for the wear. Also went 
through Nevada and set a church in order at Las Vegas, with 
seven members. Guy Marlow, Sunday School Secretary, and 
Eddie Griffith, Assembly Band Movement Secretary, were with 
me and did fine and valuable service at every place. 
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Ministry Encircles the Globe 


June 27, 1939. I arrived home today about noon from 
another convention trip. Miami, Fla., Columbus, Ga., and 
Greenville, S. C. Had wonderful conventions although I could 
stay only a short time at each place. I lost lots of sleep and 
traveled more than two thousand miles, preached several times 
and yet I am feeling very well and strong. 

I discovered today that the Wright Brothers made their 
first airplane flight in Dec. 1903. I joined the church on 
Camp Creek, N. C., June 13, 1903. They in extreme Eastern 
North Carolina, I in extreme Western North Carolina. This 
bit of information thrills me because of the prophecy of Isa. 
GOL es. 

July 15, 1939. I left home with wife July 6, bound for 
New York to attend the state convention. Had a good conven- 
tion, then on Monday I did some business with the Spanish 
speaking folks, and preached for the Italians Monday night. 
Then Tuesday I went to the World’s Fair long enough to go 
to the Church of God Pavillion where Homer is going to have 
a big meeting the night of the 21st. 


(Editorial Note) On this visit to the World’s Fair was 
enacted a wonderful scene. Homer and A. J. Tomlinson his 
father went alone, at the opening hour, 10:00 A. M. The 
father leaned upon the son, for it was a considerable walk. 
They came to the Court of Peace, a vast area where 250,000 
people assembled for special occasions, and completely sur- 
rounded by the pavilions of sixty nations. As A. J. Tomlin- 
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son and his son entered upon the platform the father broke 
into sobs and tears. 

Homer led him to take a seat in one of only two chairs 
at that time on the platform. The sight that moved A. J. 
Tomlinson on July 15th, 1939, was the flags of all the nations 
waving so brightly in the morning sun and breeze, and he wept 
for the nations. He sank to his knees, and continued praying 
for perhaps two hours. And well he might weep, for six weeks 
later the whole world would be plunged into World War Two. 

So many unusual things took place at the Fair in Flushing 
Meadow, that those who passed by gave little heed to the two, 
father and son, praying there in the Court of Peace, for all 
nations. 


Oct. 21, 1939. The Assembly came on and I was able 
to carry it through with perfect satisfaction. Homer is engaged 
in his World’s Fair campaigns. He is still engaged in some way. 
The Assembly was great. Many said the best ever, and the 
largest attendance. The copy of minutes will tell it. Have not 
got them printed yet. 


(Editorial Note) Homer had begun his effort for the 
world-wide acceptance of The Church of God, gathering vast 
multitudes to the services in the World’s Fair, with notable 
broadcasts, newsreels, and as many as 250,000 gathered for 
one event—and always the All Nations Flag. 

The World’s Fair authorities gave him thousands of free 
admissions, and he took in thousands of people for testimonials 
and actual revival services, both in the Temple of Religion and 
in the Court of Peace. He was able to get testimonials for the 
church of God to every nation, on all radios, in all newspapers, 
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and in every theatre newsreel. Always he spoke in his father’s 
name, always in the name of the Church of God. 


Nov. 27, 1939. Monday morning. I took a trip yesterday 
to the Turtletown country in Tenn. Also went over into 
N. C. and viewed the place where I was first taken into the 
church that afterward became The Church of God. Also visited 
the place where we held our first Assembly, January 26, 27, 
1906, at Camp Creek, N. C. I am on a trade with the owners 
now to purchase the site and make it a memorial spot. 

Aug. 5, 1940. I am working hard now making the pro- 
sram, and getting ready for the General Assembly. The last 
of our state conventions for the year closed yesterday or last 
night. I expect all the secretaries in by tomorrow. Homer, Jr. 
has been here with us two or three weeks, will stay a little 
while longer. The World Capitol and Publishing house has 
been completed. Expect to have the grand opening this week 
on Thursday. 

Sept. 23, 1940. I had a birthday yesterday, received some 
gifts. I paid 75c for Sunday School birthday money. 

The 35th mighty Assembly has come and gone, Sept. 
11-17. Some believe there were 50,000 present. (Ed. Note: 50 
per cent gain over registration of 1939, with about 21,000 re- 
gistered. See minutes for exact number). There was a jam, and 
a wonderful Assembly. Bros. M. S. Lemons and Jess P. Hughes 
are wanting to come back to the church. We are giving them 
consideration. Other records give an account of the Assembly. 
It was wonderful. 

Nov. 8, 1940. S. O. Gillaspie, F, F, Johnson, E. H. 
Griffith, W. F. Bryant and myself went up to Cherokee 
County, N. C., to view out the location or grounds of the 
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place where the great heave on the church to arise and shine 
was made on June 13, 1903. I made the deal for about five 
acres of land for markings so the location can be kept in 
memory. I purchased the plot for $50.00. 

We climbed up on the mountain and prayed as near as 
we could to the spot where I prayed on the morning of June 
13, 1903, just before I joined the church that has now risen 
to such vast proportions. All this is marked out by prophecy. 
The springs, the mountains, the fields and the woods, the rise, 
shine, command obeyed at the very time the airplanes were 
being started in the northeast county in North Carolina. 

Nov. 15. I went to the same place with the same brethren 
and set up lettered markers at the special points. It was snowy, 
but I went to the top of the mountain, where long ago I had 
prayed three times, June 13, 1903. We were trying to find 
the boundary lines of an additional thirty-five acres we had 
purchased. The marker shows, “Prayed and Prevailed’’ with 
Scripture quotation, Jer. 30:21 (second clause). 

The marker down by the road pointing to the ‘Place of 
Prayer’’ is just that. Then at the point where I joined the 
church the marker has on one side, “Fields of the Wood,’ and 
on the other side, ‘‘Arise, shine, for thy light is come, June 13, 
1903.’ Then a marker out on the highway says, ‘Fields of 
the Wood.”’ 

We have purchased the plot at ten dollars per acre to have 
for the church. This is all in fulfillment of prophecy. We 
may go to the place where the first airplane flew, on Nov. 19th, 
to make further investigation. 

Nov. 18, 1940. Homer is preparing a mighty Thanks- 
giving program at the Statue of Liberty, Nov. 21, 1940. He 
thinks he will reach the world over the radio. I have sent a 
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letter of greetings to the nations of the world to be broadcast 
from the Statue of Liberty. The letter is preserved. 

Nov. 22. Returned late last night from a three days trip 
to Kitty Hawk, N. C., to see the location where the first air- 
plane was flown, on Dec. 10, 1903. This trip was made 
because it was the same year, June 13, 1903, that the Church 
of God came up after it had been hidden so many years. Our 
visit to that spot was on account of our Fields of the Wood 
in Cherokee Co., N. C. Those who went were S. O. Gillaspie, 
Guy Marlow, Eddie H. Griffith, F. F. Johnson and myself. 
The trip was almost one thousand four hundred miles. 

Aug. 1, 1941. Went to the Fields of the Wood. Grady 
R. Kent, Eddie H. Griffith, S. O. Gillaspie went with me. I 
took over more than an acre of the old Murphy home in Che- 
rokee Co., N. C., where we had the first Assembly Jan. 26, 27, 
1906. Paid $500.00 for it. Fixing for a marker. It is about 
a half mile from the Fields of the Wood. 

After we got the deed we went to Murphy, N. C., to get 
it recorded. While there the register called my attention to a 
deed to some property at Culberson, N. C., that was recorded 
in his office made ‘“To God Almighty, A. J. Tomlinson, His 
Agent.”’ I had forgotten it. The date of the deed was October, 
1900. He asked me about it and told me it was mine. Then 
I remembered it was dedicated to the Lord as Zion Hill. 

~ Sept. 26, 1941. On the 7th of September we put on a 
program in the Fields of the Wood and the Burger Mountain, 
where I prayed, June 13, 1903, just before joining the Church 
of God. The program was to celebrate in commemoration of 
the finding of the Church of God. and to dedicate the thirty- 
five acres purchased for a park and memory ground. 

A description of the program was given in the White 
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Wing Messenger of Sept. 13, 1941. Homer and Marie came 
down and helped me with the program. Three or four air- 
planes roared overhead for more than an hour after three P. M. 
Description is given in many newspapers of Sept. 8, and fol- 
lowing dates. This was to show the church and the airplanes, 
of Isa. 60, coming up at the same time in 1903, in the same 
state, North Carolina. 


June 12, 1942. I have left off some information that 
I hardly know how to supply. I and Bro. F. F. Johnson, 
Eddie H. Griffith, Bro. Ellenburg, started to New York— 
Homer’s state convention. Got back June 3rd, been working 
ever since. 


(Editorial Note) This entry, about leaving off some in- 
formation, gives special occasion for the information to be sup- 
plied, for it was an occasion which projected A. J. Tomlinson’s 
ministry to the ends of the earth in his lifetime, and into the 
ages to come, and in which he appoints his son, Homer, to 
take his place in event of his death, walk in his footsteps and 
finish the work. This came about by a sequence of events that 
could have been ordered only by the good hand of providence, 
yet could it be traced step by step from the very beginnings 
of A. J. Tomlinson’s ministry. 

Homer had conducted the great programs in the General 
Assembly, described by the Chattanooga Daily Times, as hold- 
ing the “audience of 30,000 people spellbound for two hours,” 
and ‘‘standing for hours yet you could hear a pin drop.’’ These 
programs had been in the vision of all nations gathering into 
one through Christ the Lord. To present this Homer would 
dress up scores, even hundreds, in the characteristic dress of 
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peoples of all nations, call the roll for them all before the 
General Assembly. They were never-to-be-forgotten scenes. 
Enacted first in New York, A. J. Tomlinson being present, he 
would ask for them to be prepared for the General Assembly. 
The First Baptist Church, largest in Cleveland, was lent to 
Homer to rehearse daily for the Sunday night climax. 

In August, 1936, as Homer approached his great New 
York church, and only about a block away, he was stopped in 
his tracks. He spoke aloud, so real was the purpose suddenly 
born within him: ‘Hereafter there’ll be no more programs. It 
will be the real thing.’’ He went directly to the telephone and 
arranged for the all-nations meeting, already described in con- 
nection with the 1936 General Assembly, when he and Bro. 
Olazabal held the first all-nations meeting in Bethel Temple, 
New York, with some two thousand packed in. 

By the time of the opening of the New York’s World 
Fair, in 1939, these all-nations gatherings had gathered mo- 
mentum, and Homer led as many as four thousand into the 
World’s Fair grounds on free tickets granted him by the Fair 
authorities for mighty meetings amid the scene of sixty nations 
gathered there. | 

_ Then a remarkable thing happened. Frank Olazabal, son 
of Francisco Olazabal who had died in the fateful automobile 
accident in 1937, returning from Los Angeles where the notable 
Easter Sunrise Services had been held since 1918, suggested to 
Homer that the all-nations company have an Easter Sunrise 
Service in Randalls Island stadium. Homer telephoned the Park 
Department, and the official there asked them to use the Mall 
in Central Park instead. 

Homer was ready, and the first Easter Service was held 
there March 24, 1940. Throughout these great gatherings of 
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nationalities Homer had always arranged for his father to send 
greetings, give a message, which would be the heart of the occa- 
sion. Thus by Easter 1940 the press, the radio, and the public 
in general were beginning to know A. J. Tomlinson. Every- 
thing Homer did he did it in the name of his father, and by 
his hearty approval. Now on this Easter morning, 1940, the 
heart of the program, and the message to all the nations of the 
world from this all-nations service in the heart of New York, 
was a message from A. J. Tomlinson to all the world. Notable 
radio stations used the entire program, and then took place a 
remarkable thing: 

The Pope of Rome’s Easter message to all nations direct 
from Rome by shortwave occupied the period from 6:30 A. M. 
to 7:00, on the same stations, and at 7:00 to 8:00 came on 
the All-Nations program of the church of God, led by Homer. 
And A. J. Tomlinson’s message to all nations went forth both 
at home and by some shortwave as well. That would be the 
last message the Pope of Rome would be able to give during 
A. J. Tomlinson’s lifetime—and the message would go forth 
each Easter, the climax of the religious year, not from Rome, 
but from Central Park, New York. 

The following Easter Morning, and this was before the 
U. S. war, Spring of 1941, the Pope was scheduled just the 
same—but an electrical storm unhitched things so that all short- 
wave, all radios, and Western Union went beserk, and there 
were no receivable or transmittable broadcasts for the Pope’s 
half-hour, 6:30 to 7:00 A. M. At 7:00 all cleared up and the 
message of A. J. Tomlinson to all the nations from the great 
all-nations Easter Sunrise Service swept around the world again. 

The ail-nations gatherings were increasing in strength and 
influence, and frequency. Radio stations, newspapers, and great 
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churches hailed the rising tide of fellowship among peoples of 
all nations and races. By Easter 1942 this Easter Sunrise Ser- 
vice in Central Park had easily taken its place among the great 
events at Easter time. Scores of news photographers came for 
pictures, newsreels came yearly, showing the scenes throughout 
the world. And Easter, 1942, was the saddest Easter in the 
history of the world. The Pope was now imprisoned by the war 
conditions in Rome. No message could go forth from Rome. 

From the Easter Sunrise Service in Central Park A. J. 
Tomlinson’s Annual Easter Message of glorious hope went 
around the world. Translated in advance, it was dispatched 
over the wires and cables, to every nation, and the words of 
his message read at this service, were heard all over the world 
by radio. A picture was taken with Homer reading his 
father’s message, standing just back of a large globe of the 
world. Homer felt that his father’s vision, when he received the 
Holy Ghost, speaking and journeying in the vision to all the 
nations of the world, had come true. 

The next day Homer took his wife and two sons, and 
the Globe used at the scene, and journeyed down to Cleveland, 
Tenn., by automobile to present the Globe to his father. Homer 
arranged for the presentation on Wednesday morning privately 
in the publishing house, but asked the photographer of the 
Chattanooga papers to take the picture, as he felt it was a truly 
notable message that he could bring to his father. 

The father answered, ‘“‘This will never do. This is a 
great matter. We must do that in the World-wide Tabernacle 
tonight,’ the regular prayer meeting night. He then began to 
gather a crowd to be present. He went to A. D. Evans and 
S. O. Gillaspie and asked them to permit the two hundred 
students, nearly all Church of God ministers, attending the 
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Bible Camp, in session at that time, to be present. This they 
refused, as they were at this time ringleaders of those who had 
sought in 1937 and after to turn the church of God in the 
path of the worship of baal, and were exceedingly jealous of 
Homer. They refused this request which A. J. Tomlinson 
made, and while he was disappointed deeply to think they 
considered his request so carelessly, yet he did gather several 
hundred for the service. 

Then in the presence of all he asked Homer to make the 
presentation again. Accepting the Globe A. J. Tomlinson spoke 
briefly, and concluded his address of acceptance by appointing 
Homer to take his place if anything happened that he could 
not complete the work. All present knew that in that service 
A. J. Tomlinson had designated his son, Homer, to succeed 
him as the General Overseer, and fulfilling his tasks. 

Writing of this in the White Wing Messenger, and con- 
firming this designation, he said, in the issue of April 18th, 
immediately following: 

“On a recent visit my son, Homer, called attention to our singing 
“We'll Girdle the Globe with Salvation” many years ago. He found an 
old book containing the song which we used when he helped me sing. 
He stated that one time four or five of us sang the song and danced 
around in a circle. We were showing our determination ‘to get this 
message into all the world. At the Wednesday night service at the 
Tabernacle last week Homer and Iris sang this song. He stated that my 
Easter message went around the world by short wave, and in commemo- 
ration of this song we sang in earlier days he presented the world (in 
the form of a globe) to me on a silver platter. I accepted the world and 
thanked him. I stated it was mine and I would carry it myself this time. 
I have been letting other people help carry it. I also stated that if 
anything happened that I can’t finish up the work of carrying this 


message around the world I wanted him to follow in my footsteps and 
the third Person, Jesus, would help us.” 
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Following this notable occasion the whole church knew 
that A. J. Tomlinson had placed his choice upon his son, 
Homer, and warm confidence kindled in their hearts, which 
had indeed been unanimous in feeling for many years, as A. J. 
Tomlinson grew older that Homer would succeed him in the 
event of death. 

The entry of June 12, 1942, brings back many notable 
things which took place at that time in this connection. In 
addition to the three brethren mentioned as coming with him 
to New York to Homer’s convention, Guy Marlow and Grady 
R. Kent came with them in the car. There was gas rationing 
in certain states and in order to arrive by car in New York they 
had to circle away around making the distance nearly twice as 
far for the journey. 

On May 29th Homer gathered a notable company in the 
studios of World Broadcasting Company, at 711 5th Avenue, 
with great choirs, and inaugurated a radio program by the use 
of transcriptions, called the “Burger Mountain Revival.”’ A. J. 
Tomlinson was the first speaker. The transcription is still on 
hand. He took for his text the Scriptures of Heb. 1:1-5, and 
then said: ‘“That is the way we come to you, as father and 
son.’ More than six thousand fifteen-minute programs, in 
twenty-nine languages, were issued in this program he inaugu- 
rated, being present for the occasion. These were heard on the 
largest stations in America, on special occasions, and some are 
yet repeated, while many stations used the complete series of a 
13-weeks program. All these were presentations of the stations. 

The U. S. Government asked for copies and provided them 
to army camps throughout the nation and overseas, while the 
U. S. Navy made their own copies distributing them to fifteen 
hundred ships and post units. Homer prepared a program of 
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ministry in twenty-nine languages, which were used by the 
Office of War Information, and the British Broadcasting Com- 
pany. Also, the United Nations and occupying units took pic- 
tures in technicolor of the great Easter Sunrise Service, showing 
all nations, all churches, marching along together side by side, 
to show forth the spirit of unity prevailing in New York and 
under beneficent American institutions, all nations going along 
together. The Government officer having charge of the matter 
that day, seeing all the nationalities and peoples together, ex- 
claimed, recalling the captain at the crucifixion, ‘‘Surely this 
is the Church of God!”’ 

May 30th, 1942, the next day, Homer had arranged a 
notable gathering at LaGuardia Airport. Steve Juillerat, son of 
Howard Juillerat, great church of God preacher and writer, who 
had died in 1918, was there. Steve, now a pilot of the Amer- 
ican Airlines, and another pilot of the Eastern Airlines whose 
flight would take him to North Carolina that day, received 
from A. J. Tomlinson’s hand an All-Nations Flag, typifying 
A. J. Tomlinson’s hope that airplanes would unite the nations 
as railroads have united the states. 

There were present Ambassadors of sixteen nations, or 
their designated representatives, including Russia and Great Bri- 
tain, to whom A. J. Tomlinson presented the All-Nations flag, 
and for which they thanked him, requesting that each should 
present it to the sovereign of his nation. Dr. John Magee, whose 
son: wrote the greatest poem of World War Two, “High 
Flight,’’.and was killed, was there with his wife. Dr. Magee was 
pastor of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Washington, where Pre- 
sident Roosevelt attended, and he received an All-Nations flag. 
His wife gave testimony that her mother had recently received 
the Holy Ghost, in Washington, speaking with tongues. 
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Homer was able to supply the information that A. J. 
Tomlinson realized he had left out. There was more. The 
vision of bringing forth Burger Mountain as a testimonial had 
all eminated from the happy circumstances that Homer had 
been a part of the work from the earliest days. It had been 
Homer who persuaded his father of the importance of the air- 
plane rising side by side with the Church of God. He prepared 
a book about it. The same with the mountain, and he had 
prepared a book about that. Even the name Burger Mountain 
had been given by Homer, and all the programs to the day of 
his father’s death, all had been in Homer’s hands. Homer had 
full opportunity, more than any other, to bring forth this 
assistance for the work, and he had done it in utter and com- 
plete identification with his father for the climax. 


We resume the diary with the next entry after June 12th, 
1942. i 


July 2nd. It is now nearly ten P.M. and I am in the 
office awaiting Homer’s arrival from New York at 10:30 
P. M. A group of us will meet the train and expect to give him 
a greeting of music and songs, and then on home. He remains 
with us through tomorrow and next day. Saturday he proceeds 
to Eupora, Miss., to fill an appointment with state overseer 
B. O. Funderburk for a week’s meeting just before his state 
convention. 

Sept. 19, 1942. Our Assembly just closed with wonder- 
fui success last Tuesday night. Indeed it was a wonderful 
success. See the minutes for history. 


(Editorial Note) The 1943 Easter Sunrise Service at the 
Mall in New York’s Central Park was held on April 25th, 
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and the latest it can ever come. It was estimated that from 
ten to fifteen thousand people were in attendance, and the heart 
of the occasion was the message of A. J. Tomlinson. It was 
broadcast on 212 stations of the Mutual network, and overseas 
by shortwave. Archbishop Spellman, of New York, leading 
Roman Catholic, had journeyed all the way to Jerusalem and 
made vast preparations that his message could come back to 
America from there, as the Pope was still a prisoner in Rome 
by war conditions. Something happened again. Reception 
could not be made, but friends in Jerusalem listened joyfully 
to the Easter Sunrise Service and the message of A. J. Tomlin- 
son from Homer’s service in the Mall in Central Park. 


Mrs. Barbara Bowen, noted archaeologist of the Holy 
Land, presented Homer with twenty trees from the Holy Land, 
saying the Lord told her to give them to him for any use he 
wished. In that awful war year and for years nobody couid 
go to Jerusalem at Easter as had been the custom for genera- 
tions. Homer lent the twenty trees to the New York Botanical 
Gardens, who made an Easter display of these twenty trees, 
with suitable Bible explanations. 21,000 people visited the 
display, the largest single day audience in the history of the 
Botanical Gardens. The most ever recorded before was 13,000. 


After the display there Homer took them and, with one 
of the members in New York, a gardener, Samuel G. Mighton, 
planted them on Burger Mountain, dedicating them the day 
of the 40th Anniversary, June 13, 1943. Dr. and Mrs. Bowen 
attended the ceremonies going from New York to have part 
in it—and joined the staff of Bob Jones College, who built 
a special museum for Mrs. Bowen’s priceless collection of 
twenty-five years study in the Holy Land. 
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June 17, 1943. I have continued to work in the moun- 
tains for about twenty weeks, five days in the week getting 
ready for June 13, 1943. This was the fortieth year anniver- 
sary celebration of the rise of the church of God in the Fields 
of the Wood. The miles traveled during that time were 5,100. 

We had a wonderful day in celebrating the 40th anniver- 
sary of the rise of the Church of God of the last days, Sunday, 
June 13, 1943, in the mountain on the very spot where I took 
the covenant when I joined the Church of God. Much has 
been written about this by myself and others. It is believed 
there were 1,500 people on the grounds that day, and some 
believe there were 2,000 or more. 


(Editorial Note) The climax event of this 40th Anniver- 
sary was in A. J. Tomlinson and his son Homer, hand in 
hand, raising the ‘‘All-Nations Flag’ to the top of a living 
tree atop the newly named “All-Nations Mountain,” A. J. 
Tomlinson then gave that flag to his son with the request that 
he lift it for peace in every nation in the world. 


Sept. 3, 1943. Zella Creel has been here for about a 
month. She is a good worker. The Assembly is coming close 
now, Sept. 8-14. Great things close by now. 


(Editorial Note) This is the last entry A. J. Tomlinson 
made in his Diary; ‘‘Great Things Close By Now!’’ He presi- 
ded in notable strength at the 1943 Annual General Assembly 
the customary fourteen hours a day September 8th to 14th, 
tens of thousands of people on hand throughout, in and out 
of the great tabernacle on Central Avenue. On Thursday, two 
days after the close of the Assembly, he was taken to his bed. 
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Chapter IX 


The Death of A. J. Tomlinson 


For twenty years Homer had sat beside his father at the 
breakfast table in his father’s home in Cleveland, Tennessee, 
during the General Assembly. On the morning of the closing 
day of the 1943 General Assembly, September 14th, A. J. 
Tomlinson asked Homer if he would stay an extra day and 
accompany him to Culberson, N. C. and to the Burger Moun- 
tain Fields of the Wood scene where the church had started, 
and now set apart in heroic designs of the Ten Command- 
ments, placed there by Homer’s own hands, and other suitable 
markers. 

“You walked with me to Burger Mountain from Culber- 
son when we found the church forty years ago. We went by 
a mountain path that saved us several miles from the distance 
by the road,’ he began to say to Homer. “I was older and 
cannot remember the path, but I thought you being a boy at 
that time would remember it.” 

“Of course I remember it,’’ Homer answered, and began 
to describe the entrance to the path, assuring him he would 
stay another day. 

He then asked Homer if some others might come along, 
and then suggested each one, and asking Homer’s approval. 
Two cars carried the nine who went, Homer and his father 
seated together the entire day of the journey. At the mountain 
Homer and his father made the final plans for the mountain 
scene, Fields of the Wood. It was to be a place for all churches 
who held to Jesus as the Head of the church to gather for con- 
ventions. Provisions were to be made for gatherings of as 
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many as two hundred thousand, from all the nations of the 
world. Only nominal and inexpensive changes were to be made 
in the mountain scene where the Church of God arose. 

They visited Culberson, found the mountain path as 
Homer had described it. ‘““You must come back later, and you 
and I will walk this path together again as we did forty years 
ago,’ A. J. Tomlinson said to Homer as they stood at the 
entrance, and to this Homer consented with assurance that he 
would. 

The following morning, the 15th, at the breakfast table 
A. J. Tomlinson asked Homer to come into his room with 
him, took him by the arm, led him there seating him in a rock- 
ing chair, taking another beside his son. He didn’t speak for a 
moment, but just stroked the hand of his son on the arm of the 
chair a few times, as if seeking to formulate just how he wished 
to say something that was on his mind. Then he asked the 
memorable question, ‘“‘Homer, have we found the way to take 
the whole world for Christ and His Church?” 

Homer, burning with the fire of fifty years beside him, 
gave his answer, “Yes, we’ve found the way... . the Church 
of God to lead the way, and ask everybody to help!” 

“That’s it, that’s it,’ A. J. Tomlinson exclaimed, and 
for more than two hours they spoke together for the fulfillment 
of the hope, agreed on the plans, and A. J. Tomlinson required 
Homer to take the time to relate everything, “with two wit- 
nesses,’ and separately, to the treasurer, and to the assistant 
publisher. At 3:00 o’clock in the afternoon of that day, A. J. 
Tomlinson, many being present, asked Homer if he had given 
the full plan to these two, with witnesses. Being assured that 
he had, A. J. Tomlinson lifted his hand to his son Homer, 
and said, in the words of a great commission, ‘‘Now Go!” 
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Never could there have been a more perfect understanding be- 
tween father and son, General Overseer and his successor. Two 
hours later he was stricken, taken to his bed, from which he 
did not rise. Homer went to New York, found a telegram, his 
father asking for him. Homer on arrival at his father’s bedside 
took personal care of his father until his death. 


“The Death of Moses” 


On September 29th at 10:00 A.M., many gathered about 
his bed, a sudden violent shaking took hold of A. J. Tomlin- 
son, his voice crying out, his body tossed powerfully from side 
to side. This continued in astonishing muscular strength with 
arms waving and for the space of two or three minutes, gradu- 
ally subsiding, lying still upon the bed, his heart ceased to beat, 
the pulse was gone. Those feeling of his pulse and heart pro- 
nounced him dead. A. D. Evans rushed to the telephone and 
called the newspapers to tell of his death, summoned all the 
workers from the office to the room. Homer, standing back 
of the press of people about the bed, exclaimd in the spirit, 
“My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen 
thereof.” 

An amazing thing happened after about a half hour. 
Those about the bed caught the sight of a slight movement of 
the stomach in respiration. This grew stronger, but all his 
faculties had given up, no further response of recognition came 
from him in any form, his eyes never opened, he received no 
food or water. It was that day, September 29th, that A. J. 
Tomlinson, in a stirring of the Holy Ghost as the thousands 
and even millions had seen upon him in preaching, that A. J. 
Tomlinson’s spirit was wafted to glory. Reflex respiration 


25 


DIARY OF A. J. TOMLINSON 


continued until Saturday morning the 2nd of October, at ex- 
actly 10:00 A.M., three days even, when that also ceased. 

On September 30th, the day following that amazing 
“Death Scene’ and the shaking of the Holy Ghost, Homer 
kneeling in prayer with his mother, still keeping the family 
altar erected there the year he was born, knew that the respon- 
sibility of the care of the Church had fallen to him in his 
father’s stead. But here was a startling coincidence. The Inter- 
national Sunday School reading for Wednesday, the 29th, the 
day of the “Death Scene’, was ‘‘The Death of Moses.’’ For 
the morning of the 30th, when Homer realized the care had 
fallen to him, the same Sunday School reading was ‘Joshua 
Succeeds Moses.’’ These readings had been followed carefully 
for morning worship daily by the family over all the yeaxs. 
A. J. Tomlinson in the similitude of Moses, had led the Church 
of God forty years! 

News of the death of A. J. Tomlinson brought messages 
of condolence to the wife and children from most parts of 
the world. The President of the United States, F. D. Roosevelt, 
sent a telegram. Hundreds of the church people, who had just 
arrived home in distant states and some foreign lands from the 
Assembly, returned immediately to be present for the funeral. 
One could hardly have imagined a more perfect tribute than 
was accorded A. J. Tomlinson by the city of Cleveland, or 
by such a world-wide company, at the hour of his death. 

The funeral service prepared by Homer conformed almost 
to the letter with a written memorandum he had given his sec- 
retary, but which she did not run across until all preparations 
had been completed and announced. In the city where his 
enemies had accused him of theft, of unfaithfulness as a servant 
of God, the final honors were so great as to leave them ashamed 
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and dismayed. ‘‘Your brethren that hated you, that cast you 
out for my name’s sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified: but 
he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed. “Isaiah 
66:5. By 1953 more than fifty-million of the vast movement 
A. J. Tomlinson founded are a witness that a mighty prophet 
was among us. 
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What of the Future? 


What of the future? It would be expected that one so 
careful for organization as was A. J. Tomlinson would be care- 
ful also in making full preparations for the continuance of The 
Church of God in the event of his death. And indeed he did. 

First of all, on April 8th, 1942, and confirmed in the 
1942 and 1943 General Assemblies by infallible proofs, he 
appointed his son Homer A. Tomlinson to succeed him as 
General Overseer, as already noted. 

But at his death would fall the cruelest blow of all, the 
“gates of hell’? woud seek to prevail against the Church of 
God. The blow would fall upon A. J. Tomlinson’s family, 
and only now can the full story be told. The religious press as 
well as newspapers and radio throughout the world had paid 
tribute to A. J. Tomlinson upon the news of his death. Asso- 
ciated Press, United Press, International News gave special 
honor in their dispatches, because he had built the church a 
second time in twenty years, 1923-1943, when he was old, 
and far greater than in the first period, 1903-1923. 

This would be followed before the month was over by a 
news dispatch that struck every front page in America, and 
carrying the story by radio and press throughout the world 
almost daily until December 7th following. Because Milton 
A. Tomlinson had published the news on the front page of 
the White Wing Messenger and in the news of the whole world 
that “Homer A. Tomlinson’”’ was no longer a minister of The 
Church of God. A brother casting out a brother, a 1943 mean- 
ing of Cain and Abel, Jacob and Esau, Joseph and his brethren, 
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Adonijah and Solomon. “Just routine,’’ Milton said of the 
announcement, but that ‘‘just routine’? was not that Milton 
had done this, but that it had been done to Homer, for in the 
news of the world Milton was unknown but throughout the 
world Homer’s name was known. Throughout the church, 
after A. J. Tomlinson’s announcement especially, but even 
before that, all had expected that Homer would succeed his 
father in the event of his father’s death. 

Ten years have passed since that fateful day when Milton, 
forsaking his brother, joined Homer’s enemies. We now know 
that Milton was never the Overseer of the Church of God, and 
the appointment of Homer became effective upon the death of 
the General Overseer, both by the action of the Church of God 
and the confirmation of the years. Milton and; his company 
have completely yielded up, changed the name, and church 
practices, never hope to call themselves the Church of God 
again, nor publish that they are the Church of God. They have 
lost the favor of God and man, lost the vision... . and having 
no other recourse, seek to prove they are the church of prophecy 
by holding onto a mountain which Homer designed, and which 
was bought for $10.00 an acre! Ichabod they are, and sad 
the day! 

Before recounting the story of how this great tragedy fell 
upon The Church of God in this second amazing division, 
let it be remembered that A. J. Tomlinson declared in 1936 
that the “Split”? in 1923 was the best thing that could have 
happened to him, making him realize that with God he could 
go on, and ‘without those men we were able to get more 
clearly into God’s order.”” ‘““What Milton and those with him 
meant for evil,’’ says Homer today, “‘God meant for good. So 
it was not they that did it, but God sent me ahead to save 
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lives, and to save The Church of God in all her glorious vision 
as you see her this day.’’ Moreover, A. J. Tomlinson said, in 
1929, that the Elders church leaving the church fulfilled 
Zech. 13:8, 9, of one part being cut off, and that “‘somewhere 
up the road another part will be cut off.’’ The third part, he 
said, would then come forth, and that would be the real Church 
of God. This came to pass just twenty years later, making 
one part of twenty years, and a second part of twenty. 

Homer states that he realized in 1937 that his brother- 
in-law, Every D. Evans, and his sister, Iris M. Evans, had set 
their purpose that it would be Evans who would succeed A. J. 
Tomlinson as Overseer of the church, in the event of the father’s 
death, and not Homer, to whom A. J. Tomlinson was already 
looking, and to which the church as a whole were looking in 
serene confidence. Homer had been beside his father in the work 
from the age of twelve, as next to his father in the printing 
and editing and writing and publishing in his youth, entered 
the ministry with his father, at the age of 30, and was, at his 
death, as throughout his life being groomed by his father to 
take his place. 

Homer realized the conditions were entering in, led by 
his brother-in-law, which would precipitate a great struggle in 
the church. He said of it at the time, to close associates, that 
the struggle must come, but declared, ‘‘this is my fight, and not 
my father’s, for he and my mother have borne enough.”’ Rather 
than be a part of the turn things were taking in the church he 
surrendered his credentials as Bishop to his father, at that time, 
which the father promptly returned to Homer, and making his 
choice in the matter stood solidly with Homer for the rest of 
his days. He invited Homer, in a letter in his own handwriting 
still in Homer’s possession, to come to Cleveland, take his place 


100 


WHAT OF THE FUTURE 


beside him, right in his office, saying, ‘“You helped me start 
this. Now come and help me finish it.’ 

Homer felt that his presence there might precipitate trou- 
ble ahead of time, wrote his father in profound gratefulness for 
this utter confidence, said he felt he could help him more by 
staying in New York. By staying in New York the great events 
followed which made the work of A. J. Tomlinson world-wide 
in a meaning never before quite equalled in the same form. 
While of his son-in-law, Avery D. Evans, A. J. Tomlinson 
said on September 16th, 1943, speaking to Homer, and making 
plans for the work on the last active day of his forty-year over- 
seership, “I cannot stand Avery around me. If he comes into 
the room I just do anything to get him out of my presence!” 
While A. J. Tomlinson may have known by the spirit of his 
son-in-law’s awful backsliding, the facts of it would not come 
to light until long after A. D. Evans had precipitated the tra- 
gedy that caused Homer to be cast out of the church, turning 
his brother Milton against him. About five years later it was 
Milton who turned on A. D. Evans, cast out A. D. Evans and 
wife, Milton’s and Homer’s sister, Iris, Evans for the life of sin 
he later confessed to, Iris, because she stood with her husband. 

Just as J. S. Llewellyn led the tragedy and ‘‘split’’ in the 
church in 1923, later, too late, returned making the complete 
confession of his sin to A. J. Tomlinson, A. D. Evans led in 
the 1943 division, and in 1950, bowing humbly at Homer’s 
feet, more humbly than one can ever expect a man to kneel be- 
fore another, A. D. Evans confessed his sin, asked Homer’s for- 
giveness, took the whole blame for the 1943 division. “I could 
even have saved it after Milton was put in,”’ he said, ‘‘if I had 
agreed with the others who wanted to give Homer $25,000.00 
a year to run the church, for Milton. I alone blocked that.” 
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The great tragedy of both divisions, 1923 and 1943, was 
that so many people who had done so much to bring forth the 
Church of God, had to turn so bitterly against the ones who had 
been anointed of the Lord to take the lead. And, like Judas 
Iscariot, it stemmed both times from greed for the thirty pieces 
of silver. The church was gathering millions and millions of 
dollars. A. J. Tomlinson left $6.50 in cash at his death, and 
a home, for which he paid $600.00 in 1904. Homer had only 
his own home, mortgaged for more than it had cost twenty 
years before. Avery asserted when Milton cast him and his wife 
out that he had enough investment his income for life would 
be more than $600.00 a month, without ever working again. 

Iris M. Evans had been a faithful helper, so industrious, 
her life so beautiful, her spirit so fine, that the whole church 
honored her as the head of the headquarters activities without 
a dissenting voice, in perfect confidence, though she was respon- 
sible, next to A. J. Tomlinson, for the care of millions of 
dollars gathered for the work, from 1912 to 1943. The people 
of Cleveland, Tenn., where she worked all her life, gave her 
a place of honor quite equal to the honor they gave to her 
mother, Mrs. Mary Jane Tomlinson. 

Few will realize that it was because Iris turned bitterly, 
furiously against Homer that he resolved to yield to his enemies, 
and approve the selection of Milton. Iris passed away April 
20th, 1953, without knowing this, as Homer loved her and 
honored her so much for her part, he said he felt in 1943 he 
would not desire to press his claim without her support. In 
devotion to her husband she maintained up to the day of her 
death that it was A. D. Evans who should have been General 
Overseer. Her love for him was a perfect love,} alas, so long 
unrequited. He forsook her, married another. Cast out by 
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Milton, sick in body, she came to Homer once again, in New 
York. Dearest friends breathed a sigh of thankfulness that her 
years of unbelievable suffering could find surcease at last in 
death. Repentant, her husband returned to her, sought to make 
up for all by constant care in the last two years of her life. 

The records of tragedies befalling those who turn against 
the Lord’s purposes are inserted in the Bible and are inserted 
here, with the yearning that those yet living may take warning. 
‘When J. S. Llewellyn and the Ten Elders cast out A. J. 
Tomlinson in 1923, A. J. Tomlinson told them he would 
live to see them all dead,’’ said Homer when A. D. Evans and 
Ten Overseers cast him out over the telephone in October, 1943. 
“I do not promise death to you as my father did. But like 
Joseph, you have sold me into Egypt. The day will come when 
you will be very hungry, and you'll come to me for food. I 
will fill your sacks and you'll find the money in the mouth of 
your sacks when you stop to feed your asses. But I promise 
you faithfully I will not do business with you until you bring 
my younger brother back to me.’’ The younger brother, Mil- 
ton, and all his company are very hungry now, hungry to call 
themselves The Church of God! But they cannot do it. If they 
will return to Homer they can all call themselves The Church 
of God! 

Some may wonder why the name is so important. It is 
important because if you are willing to change the name the 
chances are you can and will be persuaded to change much more. 
It is.a fearful thing to change the name, or the doctrine, add 
to or take away. | 
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Homer and His Brethren 


Just as the father’s favor turned ten brethren against 
Joseph long ago, so the appointment of Homer by A. J. Tom- 
linson to succeed him turned ten 1943 state overseers against 
Homer, these being led by Avery D. Evans, and S. O. Gillaspie, 
and just as men of evil design, full of earthly and fleshly ambi- 
tion wire-worked against A. J. Tomlinson in 1923, so these 
two began to sow discord against Homer from the very night 
A. J. Tomlinson appointed Homer to take his place. 

After the night service when A. J. Tomlinson appointed 
Homer, S. O. Gillaspie paced the floor of his own home, de- 
claring A. J. Tomlinson had no right to do that. A. D. Evans 
pounced in fury upon Guy Marlow for writing two articles in 
the Joyful News based upon a Bible study, showing that A. J. 
Tomlinson was in Bible order appointing Homer, just as Moses 
after leading Israel, appointed Joshua to succeed him, setting 
him before the people, as A. J. Tomlinson had done Homer on 
April 8, 1942, confirming it in the paper, the White Wing 
Messenger. (April 18, 1942 edition). 

About 1:00 A.M. on the morning of October 6th, 1943, 
the day of the burial of A. J. Tomlinson, after declining twice 
to leave the tabernacle funeral service. Homer consented to 
accompany Evans to the office opposite as he said he had some- 
thing important about which he wished to speak with Homer. 
Over there Evans began to speak like this: ‘“You just forget 
about that ceremony where your father appointed you to take 
his place in case of his death. There’s some state overseers that 
won’t stand for it. And besides, we’ve been running the church, 
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and no matter who is put in we'll still run it. If you even 
mention that ceremony, or the article in the White Wing Mes- 
senger, which A. J. Tomlinson put in we'll bust the church 
wide open.”’ A. D. Evans and S. O. Gillaspie had succeeded 
this far. Their further plan, as they announced, was for S. O. 
Gillaspie to take A. J. Tomlinson’s place. But that was meant 
only until A. D. Evans could be General Overseer, for S. O. 
Gillaspie was old, soon retired. 

Homer, fourteen years older, had been devoted to his 
brother from infancy, loved him dearly. Milton was saved in 
Homer’s church in New York, Homer baptized him. Only in 
one particular had Homer been disappointed, in that on a num- 
ber of occasions Milton had asked him to persuade A. J. Tom- 
linson, their father, to make a place for him in the headquarters 
work of the church. Each time he besought his father for this, 
and himself wished it, but the father said every time: “I have 
no place for Milton!’’ 

At night, October 6th, after the funeral Homer retired by 
7:30. Milton came into the same room an hour later, to sleep 
in an adjoining bed, his coming in awaking Homer. 

“Well, papa’s gone,’” Milton said as he lay down upon 
his bed. “‘What are we going to do?” 

“Tonight marks a great milestone,’ Homer said, “for I 
have worked for twenty years that papa might be vindicated 
before the world. And it is done. To God be the glory and 
honor!” ¥ | | 

“Who do you think the state overseers will choose to take 
papa’s place?’”” Milton asked. 

Homer then asked the question: ‘‘Did you know that papa 
appointed some one to take his place, Milton?’’ 

“Yes,” Milton answered, “‘I was there when he appointed 
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you to take his place.”’ 

“Do you think, Milton, that the overseers will wish to 
do that?” 

“Of course,’ answered Milton without hesitation, “they 
will want to do just as papa said.’ 

Homer had not breathed a word to a soul about the mid- 
night warning of A. D. Evans the night before, nor did he 
speak of it to Milton, but he knew an unholy conspiracy had 
been formed against him. What he did not know until later, 
was that one of the conspirators, a guest in the home that night, 
L. A. Moxley, with his wife, took turns listening outside the 
door to the conversation of Homer and Milton, which lasted 
until 5:00 o’clock the following morning, when Moxley slip- 
ped out, got ahold of the other conspirators in the plan to 
forego the appointment A. J. Tomlinson had made. 

This was a memorable night for Homer and may well be 
for Milton. It summed itself up in Homer asking Milton if 
he would move back there, to Cleveland, live in the house the 
father had lived in, take his office in the main office of the 
World Headquarters Building . . . that Evans, Gillaspie, Law- 
son, others could move up to higher positions, while Homer 
himself would go to all the nations in the world, and gather 
them to Milton, if he would stay and hold the General Assem- 
bly in his arms. 

Never were two brothers happier together, or more in the 
spirit. Like his father before him, Homer was working away 
at the front of the labor, while. schemers, conspirators, evil 
and avaricious, were undermining. The Church of God, and the 
only charge they had against Homer A. Tomlinson was that 
“A. J. Tomlinson had no right to appoint him; that when 
A. J. Tomlinson was dead, he was dead,”’ as S. O. Gillaspie 


, 
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said.to the press, later. At the funeral Gillaspie said “A. J. 
Tomlinson’s work will be greater after his death.”’ Therefore, 
this was not against Homer, but was against A. J. Tomlinson. 

A. D. Evans, S. O. Gillaspie and A. J. Lawson called the 
state overseers who happened to be present for the funeral to 
meet on the morning of October 7th, at 8:00 A.M. Evans 
took the chair, though having no authority to do this, and 
asked that S. O. Gillaspie be given the place as General Overseer. 
As the discussions proceeded Homer saw that the conspiracy 
was on hand, as A. D. Evans had warned him, and sensed it 
through L. A. Moxley and some others who came in late. 
L. A. Moxley and M. E. Wilson proposed Milton to be chosen. 
Charles Batson, age twenty, stood up and claimed he spoke in 
tongues and interpretation that the “‘younger brother should be 
chosen.”” Homer, having been amply warned by this time, 
knew that A. D. Evans would go through with the plan of 
“busting the church wide open.’’ Homer resolved that ‘‘no 
matter what they do I will not be the one to cause a split in 
the church, my’ beloved father’s body in the grave less than 
twenty hours!” 

Homer had spoken to Milton the night before, saying that 
he wished him to come to Cleveland, but had some doubt 
whether or not he would be properly received seeing that Milton 
was only a deacon, had only begun to preach six months before, 
while others were veterans. Appalled by the conspiracy against 
him and his father, so sweet and perfect had been the fellowship 
of Homer and Milton, Homer felt a satisfaction that this might 
be the way of healing, and of securing an acceptance for his 
brother. In this thought Homer spoke and with all diligence 
and anxiety, relating the account of their sweet understanding 
and covenant during the night. 
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During his talk Homer was mightily moved by the Spirit, 
fell prostrate, trembling under the power of God. To the utter 
dismay of Evans and Gillaspie, the matter had gotten out of 
their hands. Homer felt and knew the awfulness of the step 
they were taking, but felt he was showing a right spirit, rather 
than to press his claim. He had good reason for this, because 
the meeting was completely out of order. The 1923 minutes 
recorded that there should be no election but is should be wholly 
by appointment of A. J. Tomlinson. The Overseers were 
strictly and specifically instructed, by the 1939 General Assem- 
bly, and recorded in the minutes that the ‘State Overseers were 
never to meet for any purpose.” 

Homer sought to persuade A. D. Evans who had taken 
the lead in this, saying: ‘‘Do not have such a meeting of over- 
seers, for while you say you have the right to summon them, 
give us all a chance to search the Scriptures, and our church 
records. I urge that we postpone the selection of one to succeed 
A. J. Tomlinson, who has served for full forty years, for thirty 
days, call the whole church to prayer, ask all the church to in- 
quire in the Scriptures of this great matter.’’ Evans answered 
that A. J. Tomlinson told him if he should die he should call 
the state overseers together and select one to serve in his 
place until the Assembly. Homer then asked if any record had 
been kept of such order from A. J. Tomlinson. Evans said 
there was none. Homer then asked if there were any witnesses, 
and Evans said there were none, said that about ten years before 
‘A. J. Tomlinson had told him that. 

When the thirty-three, of forty-eight, state overseers chose 
Milton, Homer said it was his place to tell Milton. This he 
did, Milton asking Homer if he should take it. Homer, with 
heavy heart, told Milton that he should. The mother of Homer 
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and Milton broke into weeping, when informed, asking why 
“Milton was chosen, who could not do it,’” while Homer, who 
had been prepared all his life by A. J. Tomlinson, was rejected. 
Hearing of this Homer went to his mother assuring her that 
he would be for strength for Milton. 

Homer and Milton sat down together and started to coun- 
sel, for Homer planned to return to New York that day, stay- 
ing over to be for help to his brother as Homer had been for 
help to his father. Then Milton returned from the office, and 
told Homer, “‘they’’ had told him that Homer was to have 
nothing to do with anything. Milton sought all day to per- 
suade “‘they’’, whose names are not yet known to Homer, but 
presumably A. D. Evans, S. O. Gillaspie, and L. A. Moxley, 
to reconsider. But Iris and Avery, the state overseers, turning 
against him, Homer assured Milton he would resign from all 
headquarters activities he had held for forty years, his state 
overseership of New York, and just be pastor of the church he 
had served for twenty years in New York. Homer was the 
only one from the beginning, the oldest State Overseer. With 
that others besought Homer not to give up, then Lillie Duggar, 
A. J. Tomlinson’s secretary, telephoned Homer, saying “You 
cannot go now. Things are torn all to pieces, Evans and Gil- 
laspie have almost come to blows. Things are awful!’ 

Homer answered that he did not know there was grief 
like that, only thought they wished to be rid of him, and he 
would not press himself upon them. However, if there was 
trouble, he would stay, for he had never yet in forty years 
sought to escape when the going was hard. 

Homer with his wife returned home, resolved just to go 
on. Then a question arose the following week, of how Milton 
could be ordained, seeing he was only a deacon, with no General 
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Overseer to ordain him. For the practise in the Church of God 
is that ministers applications must be examined by the General 
Overseer, and signed by him, and none except the General Over- 
seer has such power. It would mean that Milton would have 
to ordain himself, sign his own ordination, which could never 
be in Bible or Church of God practise. A. J. Tomlinson was 
ordained at the beginning by ordained ministers who had been 
ordained in the Methodist and Baptist churches. 

Homer telephoned to Evans asking about that, and sug- 
gesting they search the Scriptures, and he would visit Cleveland 
in a couple of weeks to see how the ordination could be com- 
pleted. That was the end. S. O. Gillaspie and L. A. Moxley, 
having no authority, for their ordination states clearly they can 
only ‘‘assist’’ at ordination ‘‘when authorized by the proper 
authorities,’ walked in and had Milton kneel and let them 
ordain him, and Milton signed his own ordination as a Bishop. 
It was not ordination, and never will be, changed completely 
the very heart of the practise of the Church of God. No wonder 
they have lost the name also. For answer Milton wrote Homer 
he could come to Cleveland but they were all busy and wouldn't 
have time to see him, and for him to get busy and send them 
some money. For questioning about the ordination Milton cast 
Homer out, without trial of any kind. | 

Milton had gone completely over to Homer’s enemies, fol- 
lowing them to ‘Casting out his elder brother.’”” But Homer, 
like his father, was still General Overseer. After a mourning 
period of thirty days he summoned the whole church to New 
York, December 7th and 8th, 1943, and in mighty anointings 
was confirmed in his position, and today there is no doubt at 
all who is General Overseer of “The Church of God, for Milton 
changed the name of his company, though taking the millions 
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of dollars, the vast world organization . .. yet they by their 
own forced confession, are no longer The Church of God, have 
changed their names all over the world . .. and, the blind 
leading the blind, are stumbling and falling, and alas the day. 

Homer had to start over again, with a single church in 
New York, his own, gradually has gathered strength, and today 
the vision of the Church of God, rising and rising and rising 
from the beginnings with A. J. Tomlinson, is the sure hope 
of the whole world. Millions of dollars were involved in this 
struggle, millions of people, but most of all the truth was in- 
volved, love, truth, and unity, The Church of God. 

For ten years now Homer has besought his brother time 
after time, pleading with him to recall the night they spent 
together, longing for a reconciliation, but such approaches have 
been without avail. The sister Iris sought diligently for the 
restoration of a good feeling, all in vain. Recently she arranged 
a dinner for Homer and Milton at her home in Cleveland. 
Homer, came, from New York, found on arrival, as did the 
sister, that Milton took the occasion to go to New York. 
Homer sought to show that at the beginning Milton was the 
unfortunate victim of a tragedy, and the tool of others, but 
that the day would come when it would be between Homer 
and Milton. That day Homer thinks, has come. A few days 
ago Milton passed Homer’s house in New York, not deigning 
to come in. 

On the brighter side, Homer has said repeatedly that just 
as Cain and Abel turned out to be an example forever of the 
tragedy between brothers instituted by the devil in the garden 
of Eden, he looked for the day of healing with his brother 
Milton, that could exemplify the day when divided churches, 
divided nations, and plenty of other brothers as sharply divided 
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would find a day of reconciliation through Christ. For such 
a day Homer labors and prays, pleads with his brother to 
attend his meetings, while Milton puts up chains and sets double 
guards to keep Homer out of his meetings. 

As it stands today the state overseers had no power to 
elect a General Overseer of The Church of God, and their at- 
tempt has ended in shame. While the appointment of A. J. 
Tomlinson has given a strength to Homer’s ministry of a pro- 
portion of wonder, sustained as it is by his churches now well 


established in thirty-four states, strong in many countries over 
seas. 
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Chapter XII 


The Church of God Marches On 


In her Jubilee fiftieth Year, 1953, it can be said truly 
that all the world has heard of The Church of God, of Jesus 
the Head of the Church, of the World Headquarters at 9305 
224th St., Queens Village, New York, and of Bishop Homer 
A. Tomlinson, General Overseer. The very persecutions which 
the church suffered in her early days, 1903-1923, the upheaval 
in 1923, when the Elders arose up against her, the 1943 tra- 
gedy, when the State Overseers arose up against her, have turned 
out for the increase of the gospel by meanings for beyond the 
fondest dreams of men. 

Homer as Bishop and General Overseer visited 69 coun- 
tries of the world in 1952, having services in every nation with 
congregations stemming from the doctrines A. J. Tomlinson 
first announced in The Church of God June 13, 1903, Homer 
beside him, at Camp Creek, N. C., where the church started. 
Moreover, going boldly for Peace on Earth, he lifted the All- 
Nations Banner of love given him by his father June 13, 1943, 
in the 69 countries he visited. 

Press, radio and television have honored him in every state 
and every nation. Only one newspaper in the world treated 
him in his world-wide campaign for peace and righteousness in 
other than finest honor and respect. That newspaper did not 
actually publish anything hurtful, only a reporter sought to 
undermine Homer with a false report, setting a trap for him 
while he was making an address. This caught up with the 
reporter, he was fired the same day, and the editor also in the 
same connection, and this large daily newspaper almost lost its 
most important news franchise over the incident. 
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He carried his banner and held Christmas services amid 
the air battles of Korea on Christmas morning, as guest of the 
Far East Air Force. Going for peace in fortright faith, things 
began to take a turn for the better between the Communist 
World and the Free World, and this immdiately following the 
completion of his world journey for peace December 3 Ist. 

The Church of God in her Jubilee Year is boldly setting 
forth upon goals of blessing far beyond the expectation of men 
hitherto. They set out June 13, 1903, to establish the great 
spiritual blessings that have revolutionized the hopes of the 
millions in all the world, (1) Salvation from Sin; (2) Sancti- 
fication as a Definite Work of Grace; (3) The Baptism with 
the Holy Ghost and fire as on the Day of Pentecost. 

From these spiritual blessings, led by the General Over- 
seer, The Church of God has boldly set up three great new 
goals to enter upon in this Jubilee Year: (1) Peace on Earth, 
an end of the scourge of wars; (2) An end of the scourge of 
poverty; (3) A glorious church without spot or wrinkle, holy 
and without blemish. 

And there has keen a transformation in the spiritual life 
of the whole world. Newspapers acclaim the progress of the 
churches, of all faiths, and Homer freely predicts that the pro- 
gress of the church’s labors for peace, for the end of poverty, 
for the coming forth of a glorious church without spot or 
wrinkle, will enlist their interest more than ever. 

Let none take lightly the part Homer has had in this work 
from the beginning. Such wonders have come forth, of which 
by happy providence he seemed to be able to speak first, there 
are millions in the world today who watch his part closely. 
He has himself said he did not at any time in the fifty years 
feel that he was too important to the progress of the work, but 
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did feel he was a symbol of what was taking place, and a wit- 
ness. From this Golden Jubilee Year he expects such startling 
things as baffle the imagination of the most sanguine. 

Homer pays complete tribute to his father, A. J. Tom- 
linson, as the one who gave the vision, counts it that it has been 
his part to give material effect to such visions. A. J. Tomlinson 
wrote the articles when Homer was a boy, but it was Homer 
who printed it on the first footpress, at the age of eight. It was 
A. J. Tomlinson who forty years later, journeyed back to 
Camp Creek, North Carolina, where the church was founded, 
June 13th, 1903, but it was Homer who conceived, designed 
and named the memorial now known as Burger Mountain, the 
Fields of the Wood, inaugurating this to attract the attention 
of the whole world to the Church of God, and to the General 
Assembly. In the Great Smoky Mountain National Park area 
this is one of the great attractions, thousands visiting there 
daily in the tourist season, the press of the whole world pic- 
turing it when Homer and his father inaugurated it, and still 
appearing twelve years later. 

It was A. J. Tomlinson who stated the doctrines, but it 
was Homer who wrote the Book of Doctrines, the first Sunday 
School Literature, started the publishing, and himself is the 
author of more than forty books circulating by the millions. 
Named. with his father in the court actions for the whole 
twenty-nine years, the persecuting elders were never able to 
serve him, though freely open to them over and over again. 
In 1949, without him even asking for it, the judge presiding 
in a session at Cleveland, Tennessee, before a packed courtroom, 
released Homer from the injunction that had been against him 
since 1924, meaning that he was now permitted to call the 
church “The Church of God,” and the only living person so 
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named in this famous 29-year action. 

When the Elders church published in their “Evangel,” in 
1952 that the decision was confirmed again that ‘“‘A. J. Tom- 
linson, A. J. Lawson and Homer A. Tomlinson,’ were de- 
prived of the use of the name ““The Church of God,”’ unless 
they use an affix or suffix, Homer wrote the clerk of the Court 
that he would be there on June 3rd, 1952, and in the event 
this were so he announced he would violate it on the court 
house steps forthwith. And he followed this, his banner dis- 
played, ‘““The Church of God, Homer A. Tomlinson, General 
Overseer,’’ with services in the bandstand of the court house 
yard, attended by hundreds, asserted ‘“This is the Church of 
God.’’ He was not molested in any way. He said if he were 
taken to prison for speaking that name, he believed there were 
thousands who would take his place on the same court house 
steps, one after the other, of whom some were there that day 
to start it. He would fill every jail in the state, he pledged, 
with people who would not give up the name of the Church 
of God. He recalled that his father, A. J. Tomlinson, wouldn’t 
open a letter addressed to him as ‘“The Second Church of God,” 
as related in his Diary. And that he also felt, he wrote, that he 
could not give up the name “any more than the Apostles in 
the Acts 4:17.’ A. J. Tomlinson kept that promise and Homer 
kept his promise. 

Because the matter is now before the world in tremendous 
meaning it seemed fitting to have this 1953 Jubilee Volume 
conclude with a message from the General Overseer, Homer A. 
Tomlinson, the only one with The Church of God for the 
whole fifty years, now almost sixty-one, stirred and on fire in 
the hope for the world, in buoyant health and victorious, the 
Church of God rising a third time. 
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The Hope of The World 


The Church of God is the hope of the world, and most 
people of the world now either recognize Her or fear Her. I 
received a letter from Communist Headquarters in Europe a few 
days after I completed my 1952, 69-nation tour for peace on 
earth, addressed to ‘‘Bishop Homer A. Tomlinson, General 
Overseer of The Church of God All Over the World, 9305 
224th St., Queens Village, N. Y.’’ This was a heavy air-mail 
letter pleading with me to use my position toward the hopes 
for peace, which they inaugurated so swiftly. The world be- 
lieves, and trembles. 

Jesus our Lord is the Head of the Church and the Saviour 
of the body, but since He went away He has left the power 
with His Church here, that whatever we shall bind on earth, 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever we loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. The Church of God holds the keys 
to the kingdom. (Matt. 16:18, 19) 

God blessed us fifty years ago that having that key we 
unlocked the doors to such spiritual blessings as the world has 
never known before, to be (1) Saved (2) Sanctified (3) Filled 
with the Holy Ghost, as on the day of Pentecost. There had 
been occasions of these blessings before, but when the Church 
of God arose, beginning June 13, 1903, the door was opened 
that the millions could enter in, and did, and they are coming 
in now by the millions into these blessings. There are millions 
of wonderful ministers unlocking the doors to those blessings 
now, some in every nation. Let them continue, and I pray 
God’s blessings upon them. 

Now kindly note that when all that took place on the 
Day of Pentecost baffling everybody, it was Peter that had the 
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key, the key being from the Holy Scriptures. (Acts 2:14-21) 
A key can mean something to unlock a door, or a key to a 
mystery. Peter then had the key to miracles of healing, as in 
Acts, the 3rd Chapter; he had the key to the opening of the 
Gospel to the Gentiles, as in Acts 10th Chapter. God gave to 
St. Paul the key to the organization of The Church of God 
for the Gentiles. St. Augustine seems to have had a remarkable 
key, for he stated the doctrines in the 4th century, that seems 
to have locked them up, in a formalism, but safely kept, so 
that Martin Luther a thousand years later could unlock that 
formalism and ritualism, with a key to Justification by Faith. 

John Wesley seems to have had a key to “Sanctification 
as another step of grace, following justification.”” A. J. Tom- 
linson had the key to ‘““The Baptism of the Holy Ghost as on 
the Day of Pentecost,” fifty years ago. Seeing the wonderful 
sight in the mountains of North Carolina, he said, ‘‘this is the 
very experience promised unto us by St. Peter... unto you and 
your children, and them that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our. God shall call.’’ And with that key was opened all 
the signs and wonders in the Church of God of the days of the 
Apostles, and confirmed among us, lo, these fifty years. 

I have a key placed in my hand, from the Scriptures, of 
Peace on Earth. I beg you to believe me. So many of our 
people were crying out in despair, and saying, “there will be no 
‘peace until Jesus returns to earth.’” Yet consider the Scriptures, 
for while Matthew 24:6 does say, ‘‘there shall be wars and 
rumours of wars,”’ it says plainly “the end is not yet.’’ Then 
in the following fourteenth verse Jesus said, ‘“This Gospel of 
the Kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness, 
unto all nations and THEN shall the end come.’ The end is 
on a gospel program, not a war program. 
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Paul says at Romans 14:17, ““The Kingdom of God is 
righteousness, and PEACE, and joy in the Holy Ghost.’’ The 
preaching of such, if it can bring righteousness and joy, can 
also bring peace. Again, Paul says in 2 Tim. 3:1, that “‘in the 
last days perilous times shall come,’’ and recounts in the suc- 
ceeding verses the terrible things that will come to pass. But 
note the 9th verse, Paul says plainly, “‘they shall proceed no 
further.’ It does say further on that evil men and seducers 
will wax worse and worse, turns to another “‘but,’’ “But con- 
tinue thou in the things thou hast learned... that the man of 
God may be perfect throughly furnished unto all good works.” 
iy Aeany..! 913-17 } 

So many felt that we should not say ‘“‘peace and safety, 
for sudden destruction would come upon us.’’ But note care- 
fully that Scrpiture at 1 Thes. 5:1-4, for it says when ‘‘they” 
shall say peace and safety, not when “we’’ say it,. “‘they,’’ the 
wicked, shall not escape. As for them the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief in the night. But for us, Paul says there, it 
shall not come upon us “‘as a thief.”’ 

I would want peace and an end of the scourge of wars even 
if the Bible did not hold such promise for this hope. Supreme- 
ly, it does seem, by the message at the birth of Christ, Jesus 
came to bring “‘peace on earth, good will to men.’ (Luke 
2:14) I am looking for that peace. In all the nations of the 
earth, where I visited last year carrying my banner, the All 
‘Nations Banner of Love, and my sign, ‘‘Peace on Earth, Good 
~ Will to Men,”’ the peoples were so astonished they stood as if 
‘transfixed before.me. Every single nation, of the whole 69 
countries .. .. I went to the last 26 nations in a forty-thousand 
‘mile journey by plane in sixty days... received me with such 
a welcome in the press, radio and television, as to leave me 
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amazed. At last they cried out, ‘Behold, upon the mountain 
the feet of him that publisheth peace.”” (Nahum 1:15; Rom. 
LOST eSa.e 2iva) 

We preach healing and people are healed. We preach Sal- 
vation, and people get saved. We preach sanctification, and 
people get sanctified. We preach the Baptism of the Holy Ghost 
and people get the blessing. We preach the Church of God, 
and people press into Her. Now let us preach peace, the gospel 
of peace. Don’t be a war preacher any more. God is the God 
of Peace, the Gospel is the Gospel of peace. (Acts 10:36; 2 
Cor loc deel eT hes: 5523.) 


End of Poverty the World Over 


Many were stunned in 1951, when after entering upon 
a 21-day fast, I announced I would seek to be chosen President 
of the United States on a platform of righteousness. None 
were more stunned than I. I had almost completed my sixty- 
day journey to forty-three states, when, travelling by car across 
the Panhandle of Texas, I realized that America was far more 
concerned about peace than who would be their President. 

I resolved at that moment to go to every nation pro- 
claiming peace through Jesus, the Prince of Peace, yea, the King 
of Peace. (Isa. 9:16; Heb. 7:2) 

I had to take the step blindly, to seek to be President. 
Out of the midst of seeking for the Presidency I found out the 
next step—for Peace on Earth. When the news broke upon 
the world of the death so suddenly of Stalin, and the breaking 
forth of hopes for Peace, the press of the nation and the world 
called me immediately, saying, ‘‘Now that it looks like your 
journey for peace has borne fruit, what will you do next?”’ 
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I was ready, for in the midst of the journey for peace I realized 
the responsibility of The Church of God to ‘End the scourge 
of poverty all over the world.’’ I saw the poverty. I saw the 
fatal and vain efforts of communism to end poverty. I dec- 
lared The Church of God would feed all the hungry of the 
world, even if we had to do it with five loaves and two fishes! 

I found that Jesus said, “‘seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto 
you,”’ houses, lands, families, food, raiment, until Solomon in 
all his glory would not be arrayed like one of these. (Matt. 
6:25-33; 19:29; Mark 10:28-30) In the very fifty years God 
had raised up the Church of God he had brought forth the 
wealth of all the world, in new treasure, the airplane, automo- 
biles, radio, television, ten thousand times ten thousand blessings 
never known before. Somebody tried to say that had nothing 
to do with the Church of God, but my answer is clear: then 
why didn’t they have it before? Why didn’t health increase, 
- doubling the life span in America from 35 to 70 in fifty years, 
before we began to pray for the sick? They had thousands of 
years to do it, but is just didn’t happen until The Church of 
God arose! 

Then I knew why just ten souls living for God could 
save two Cities even as evil as Sodom and Gomorrah. If for the 
sake of fifty million of us who gave up sin in our own com- 
- pany alone during this fifty years God could vouchsafe to us 
so great blessing, think what he can do now as the real revival 
burgeons on and on, gathering the multiplied miflions? Yes, 
all we have to do is seek first the kingdom of God. I fully 
believe the day of the Lord is here. 

While I was on the journey seeking peace on earth I came 
on the 4th of March, 1952, to the Brandenburg gate, Berlin, 
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Germany, for prayer, and to lift up my banner of peace. This 
was at that time the hottest spot in the world, the dividing 
line between Russia on the East, America on the west. Here 
was a scene of war devastation yet staring ghastly from the end 
of World War II, seven years before. The Reichtag yet in 
ruins, Hitler’s bunker and palace, with surrounding government 
buildings dating back to the times of Kaiser Wilhelm II., of 
World War One, still a shambles. .The Tiergarten piled high 
with rubble, of the bones of dead people, of the sixty per cent 
destruction of the ‘city. 

Rising from prayer at this spot I knew, by the revelation 
of the Lord, what could be the way to end the scourge of wars. 
It would be in the migration of 60,000,000 of Europe to the 
United States; 10,000,000 to Canada and 10,000,000 to 
Australia; 20,000,000 to South American countries, nations 
founded and populated by Europeans, their kinspeople accord- 
ing to the flesh. (1 Tim. 5:8, Margin) 

The revelation was more: that 100,000,000 of starving, 
overcrowded India migrate across the Indian Ocean to sparsely 
settled East Africa, form a new nation there of East African 
colonies; that 50,000,000 of Japan migrate to Northeastern 
Asia; that 30,000,000 of the more cultured American Negroes 
be invited to migrate to West African Colonies, help the Black 
peoples form a new nation of Negroes there, destined to end 
discrimination against them forever. 

Such migration would be voluntary and by invitation 
only. And even conditions themselves invite such a migration, 
for there are a thousand people to the square mile in Europe, 
India and Japan, while the Americas, Australia and North- 
eastern Asia have from 15 to 23 people to the square mile, 
Africa 9! The area proposed for the 100,000,000 from India 
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for a new nation, as fertile and promising as anywhere in the 
world, now supports 10,000,000 larger wild animals, herds 
of elephants, lions, leopards, hyenas, water animals, that 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, 


Such migrations of peoples to the sparsely settled areas of 
the earth would occupy the productive capacities of nations 
now geared to war, it would be a turning of swords into plow- 
shares, build up the waste places of the earth, make the desert 
blossom as a rose. Such vast migration is clearly spoken of in 
Isaiah 60:9-22, with riches, prosperity, and the meek inheriting 
the earth. This is exactly following the 8th verse concerning 
the rise of the airplane . . . the very chapter of the rising of 
The Church of God we have seen in these last fifty years. 


There are Scriptures to show this wonderful peace and 
prosperity are to come at the same time. Joel the 2nd chapter, 
promising the cutpouring of the Holy Ghost, and the great 
blessings we have enjoyed these fifty years, says in the same 
passage that His ‘“‘people shall eat and be satisfied.’”’ Acts 
2:44-47 shows that the church is to have meat and bread, and 
all have plenty, and eat with gladness and singleness of heart. 
Isaiah 35th chapter shows that the desert shall blossom as the 
rose at the very time of miracles of healing such as we have 
witnessed by the millions during the past fifty years. 


_ We have seen the wonders of the disciples feeding the five 
thousand, when the Lord blessed the five loaves and two fishes. 
The Lord can bless what His people have today, the millions 
of us, and the disciples today can feed all the hungry of the 
world. The command is plain, “Give ye them to eat.’’ But 
the food is first given to the disciples, and the disciples give 
to the multitude. (Matt. 14th) 
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I would not have the wicked take hope in these promises 
I make in this message, for the Scriptures speak plainly, saying, 
“There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.” (Isa. 57:21) 
And again the Scriptures say, ‘‘God is angry at the wicked 
every day.”’ (Psa. 7:11) Moreover, I would have you note 
that in the 14th chapter of Zechariah, in the days when wars 
have ceased as scourges to punish nations, those nations that 
fail to worship the Lord will receive a more universal punish- 
ment than just war... there will be no rain! And countries 
watered by rivers, such as Egypt, will be punished by plagues, 
if they fail to worship God, coming up in perfect unity and 
fellowship to “Jerusalem,” for our Jerusalem is ‘“The Church 
of God.’”’ And the Church of God is not a sect, or denomina- 
tion, but a gathering together of the people of God in perfect 
love and unity. The gathering together in denominations has 
seemed to fulfill the Scriptures in Isaiah 60:4, “‘they gather 
themselves together,’ while ‘“The Church of God” is the further 
gathering of all these denominations, ‘‘they come to thee.” 

In looking back over the fifty years I see in perspective 
the leadings of the Lord in this matter of the rising of the 
Church of God in a most remarkable way. I see now that the 
persecutions of burnings, and shootings, and mockery were true 
tests of our faith. Like the disciples in the Acts of the Apostles, 
such persecutions did not move us, but spread the gospel fur- 
ther, and further. 

I see now, as my father saw long before me, that the great 
1923 division was the test again, whether we would just level 
off and be like other sectarian churches, denominational, secta- 
rian, heirarchical, political, democratic, educational only; our 
buildings and our money our strength, which has truly proved 
a leveling off down through the ages. 
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I see now why the third part, of Zechariah 13:8, 9, had 
to come forth, as he had prophesied. We had reached another 
milestone, and didn’t know it. I myself had conceived that I 
could gather all the peoples of the nations of all the world to 
the Mountain, Burger Mountain, where I had designed the 
place to do that very thing. Cast out of the mountain, my 
brother Milton actually placed 200 preachers, together with 
deputy sheriffs, kept a twenty-four hour vigil to keep me off 
the mountain. O we are slow of heart to see the leadings of 
God, as were the disciples on the way to Emmaus! 

Now I see that the Church of God cannot be a mountain, 
no mountain is big enough. I might have had my eye on that 
mountain, instead of the mountain of the Lord’s house of 
Isaiah 2:2, instead of the words of Jesus, “‘not in this moun- 
tain.”’ I might have failed to read on to the 4th verse of Isaiah 
2, of the promise of the day when swords would be beaten 
into plowshares, and nations would study war no more. 

Thousands of church buildings, millions of dollars worth 
of property were taken from my father, A. J. Tomlinson and 
myself. They took from us the vast influence built up over 
forty years. One thing they could not take away, the Spirit of 
Christ. When we were hailed to court we could keep the Spirit 
of Christ. When they took possession, demanding that we take 
them to court to. oust them, we could just walk on and on and 
on, allow ourselves to be defrauded. (1 Cor. 6:1-7) 

~ Now we have caught a vision of the glorious church with- 
out spot or wrinkle. A building of the hearts of men that none 
can steal away, a gathering together unto a building not made 
with hands. Some have asked why we have not built a great 
building in this Third Part for our World Headquarters. Not 
that we couldn’t, I suppose, for we have done it twice before, 
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perhaps greater than any other two men in their life time for 
the work of the Lord. 

And yet, our purpose has been so completely lost in the 
gathering together of God’s people, as we inaugurated in 1944 
in journeys to all states and forty-three countries in about a 
year . . . changing quickly the separation of churches, until 
since that day churches of all faiths practically gave up all per- 
secutions, vast church unions have been formed. 

Then we started out in 1945 in the great American Revi- 
val, pledging that from 1947-1966, according to the prophecy 
of Sir Isaac Newton two hundred and fifty years ago, would 
be the Golden Age of the Church of God. It is, with the Jews 
gathering back to Palestine, and such revivals covering the earth 
as were never seen before in history. Now in pure faith we 
proclaim Peace on Earth, end of the scourge of poverty, and 
the coming forth of a glorious church without spot or wrinkle, 
holy and without blemish. This in pure faith. 

Having seen what the Lord has done during the past fifty 
years, an eye witness of these things, for me to believe for less 
would be unworthy indeed. I seek to enlist the prayers and 
confidence and hope of all for these glorious things, of Peace 
on Earth, of the End of Poverty, a Glorious Church, holy and 
without blemish . . . The Church of God, the Lord’s Church! 
We are well able through the sacrifice of Calvary to see these 


promises fulfilled, rising on the strength of fifty years, yea, 
two thousand years! 


THE END OF VOLUME II 


126 


“The Church of God” 


To A. J. Tomlinson, more than to any other, may be accred- 
ited the statement of the doctrines characteristic of the whole 
Church of God, Pentecostal and Holiness Movement, the inaugu- 
ration of the Miracles of Healing, “‘signs and wonders in the name 
of the Holy Child Jesus.’’ He inaugurated the ministry of divine 
healing in 1892, both he and his wife Mary, resolving that year 
they would “wholly trust the Lord,’’ eschew all medicine and 
physicians. They kept their pledge, both died at the good age 
of 78, without physician or medicine. 


His statement about the Baptism of the Holy Ghost became 
the teaching of the whole movement, ‘“‘that those receiving the 
Holy Ghost as on the Day of Pentecost would likewise speak 
in other tongues as the Spirit gave utterance.” 


The sum of his vision, however, in completest form, was 
the revelation and restoration of ‘“The Church of God.’’ His 
devotion to the church, her name, her sacredness, her teachings, 
was the consuming passion of his ministry. He suffered more 
to keep her name, ““[The Church of God,’’ than for any other 
cause during his lifelong ministry. His most precious text seemed 
to be: “On this rock I will build mv church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matt. 16:18) 


The gates of hell sought to prevail in what may have been 
the longest court trial in bistory . . . . twentv-nine vears. besin- 
ning in 1924, against A. J. Tomlinson and Homer A. Tomlin- 
son. The Tennessee Courts issued an iniunction in 1924 denving 
A. J. Tomlinson and Homer A. Tomlinson the right to call the 
church by that name. Both continned to use the name. In 1949, 
six vears after the death of A. J. Tomlinson, A. J. Tomlinson 
and Homer A. Tomlinson, were specifically named and relieved 
from the injunction. Homer. as General Overseer of The Church 
of God throughout the world, living to enioy this, the New York 
Supreme Court giving him the like vrivilege. As for those who 
falsely accused A. J. Tomlinson of taking church funds, they 
reaped swift retribution. Tennessee Courts vindicated him on 
this charge completely from the beginning. 
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The Church of God, in her preamble, sets the goal that she 
shall never be a sect, or denomination, but a “Gathering together 
unto the coming of the Lord! (2 Thes. 2:1). The thought of 
being ‘““The Church of God,’ without prefix or suffix, is to 
show forth our likenesses, not our distinguishing features. 


In ‘“The Church of God’’ all see eye to eye, speak the same 
thing. Those ministers, members and churches, completely united 
in doctrine, are invited to write the World headquarters, from 
any nation, or state or community, looking toward a closer fellow- 
ship and perfect union in Christ. 


“THE CHURCHES OF GOD" 


World Headquarters, 
9305 224th St., Queens Village 28, N. Y. 


Churches, ministers, church organizations, independent min- 
isters, independent groups, feeling the call of this great unity, 
but yet having doctrines and church practices differing somewhat 
from that of ‘“The Church of God” as described in this book, 
are welcome in ‘““The Churches of God,’’ for we be fellow-helpers 
to the truth, ‘‘until we come to the unity of the faith.’”’ This 
becomes a voluntary union and fellowship of all churches, in all 
states and all nations. A cordial invitation is extended to all to 
write and inquire about uniting in this great fellowship of the 
people of God. 
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